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THE  GOSPEL  OF  LOVE 


Preface. 

OOME  years  ago,  when  a  clergyman 
"^  had  spoken  favourably  of  a  little 
book  of  mine,  ''As  He  Is,"  an  anony- 
mous correspondent  wrote  to  him  to 
say  that  I  had  joined  the  Swedenbor- 
gian  Church.  This  is  a  mistake.  I 
was  ordained  in  1859,  and  have  ever 
since  remained  in  the  ministry  of  the 
Church  of  England,  chiefly  in  the 
Bush,  in  Queensland,  and  New  South 
Wales. 

I  have  read  a  few  of  Swedenborg's 
voluminous  writings  with  very  great 
enjoyment  and  profit,  but  I  am  not 
therefore  a  Swedenborgian.  I  cor- 
dially accept  his  warning  that  men 
should  take  nothing  on  the  authority 
of  any  other,  but  should  prove  all 
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things  and  only  hold  fast  those 
things  which  by  experience  they  find 
to  be  good.  I  believe  that  most  of 
the  views  contained  in  this  little  book 
are  in  accord  with  his  teachings,  but 
I  do  not  advance  them  on  his  author- 
ity, but  only  because  they  recommend 
themselves  to  me  as  true.  I  think 
that  they  are  very  much  the  views 
of  Charles  Kingsley,  F.  W.  Robert- 
son, and  Deans  Stanley  and  Farrar, 
who,  however,  I  believe,  did  not  get 
them  in  any  great  measure  from  the 
writings  of  Swedenborg. 

He  announced  that  a  New  Dispen- 
sation was  coming  into  the  world, 
like  the  rising  sun,  which  first  illu- 
mines the  tops  of  the  mountains,  but 
gradually  shines  into  the  valleys. 
And  this  illumination  has  spread, 
and  is  everywhere  modifying  the 
opinions   of  mankind,   verifying  his 
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prediction,  not  only  in  generals,  but 
also  in  particulars.  Swedenborg, 
however,  never  claimed  that  he  was 
to  be  the  agent  of  this  New  Dis- 
pensation, but  only  the  herald.  It 
was  coming  from  God  out  of  heaven. 
I  wish  very  much  that  more  of  my 
brethren,  the  clergy  of  the  Church 
of  England,  would  read  some  of 
his  works,  or  perhaps,  as  an  intro- 
duction, the  works  of  some  of  his 
followers,  as  B.  F.  Barrett,  Chauncey 
Giles,  Dr.  Bayley,  Clarence  Lathbury, 
and  many  others.  They  would  find 
there  the  true  scope  and  meaning 
of  many  things  which  are  now  being 
more  tentatively  worked  out  by  writ- 
ers of  repute  in  our  own  and  other 
churches,  and  would  be  surprised 
to  find  how  clearly  they  were  an- 
nounced by  Swedenborg  more  than 
a  century  ago. 
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I  put  out  this  little  book  in  the 
hope  that  there  may  be  some  to  whom 
it  will  convey  the  comfort  which  the 
acceptance  of  the  Gospel  of  Love 
has  brought  to  me,  under  circum- 
stances of  trial  which  without  it  must 
have  been  distressing.  But  by  the  in- 
fluence of  this  Gospel  these  trials  have 
seemed  like  the  moist  whistling  wind 
to  which  the  three  faithful  Israelites 
likened  the  flames  of  the  sevenfold 
heated  furnace  on  the  plains  of  Dura. 
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The  Gospel  of  Love, 


CHAPTER  I. 

THE  SIGNS  OF  THE  TIMES. 

Te  know  how  to  discern  the  face  of  the  heaven; 
hut  ye  cannot  discern  the  signs  of  the  times. — 
St.  Matt.,  xvi  :  3. 

Te  hypocrites^  ye  know  how  to  interpret  the  face 
of  the  earth  and  the  heaven;  hut  how  is  it  that 
ye  know  not  how  to  interpret  this  time? — St. 
Luke,  xii  :  56. 

^X  rE  live  in  an  age  of  unexampled 
^  ^  progress.  The  century  which 
has  just  passed  is  like  no  other  century 
in  the  recorded  history  of  the  world. 
It  has  been  crowded  with  scientific 
discovery.  In  it  the  great  science 
II 
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of  chemistry  has  almost  had  its  be- 
ginning. Before  it  there  were  many 
diHgent  explorers  of  the  secrets  of 
nature,  but  most  of  their  work  be- 
longed rather  to  the  realm  of  alchemy. 
The  search  for  the  philosopher's 
stone,  which  should  turn  the  baser 
metals  to  gold;  for  the  elixir  vitae, 
which  should  banish  death,  engrossed 
the  minds  of  the  keenest  investigators. 
Now,  in  the  pursuit  of  truth,  our 
greatest  chemists  have  discovered  the 
composition  of  almost  everything,  or- 
ganic and  inorganic,  which  is  com- 
monly found  in  the  world;  the  laws 
of  combination  and  decomposition; 
the  correlation  of  forces,  and  such 
other  wonderful  and  hitherto  hidden 
processes  of  nature  that  hardly  any- 
thing seems  incredible. 

The  use  of  steam-power  has  effected 
a  revolution  in  the  methods  of  human 
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industry.  The  mysterious  forces  of 
electricity  have  been  sought  out,  con- 
trolled, and  harnessed  to  the  uses  of 
mankind.  The  spectroscope,  which 
not  only  uses  the  laws  of  light  to 
reveal  the  nature  of  material  objects, 
but  also  tells  us  so  much  about  the 
composition,  movements,  and  history 
of  the  sun  and  the  stars,  the  telegraph, 
the  telephone,  the  phonograph,  and 
many  other  marvellous  fruits  of  sci- 
entific research,  all  belong  to  this 
age.  Photography  has  become  not 
only  the  amusement  of  the  multitude, 
but,  in  the  cinematograph,  the  re- 
corder of  events  as  they  actually 
happen,  and,  in  another  direction, 
the  invaluable  assistant  of  the  as- 
tronomer and  of  other  scientific  inves- 
tigators. These,  and  the  many  simi- 
lar discoveries  which  it  is  unnec- 
essary to  enumerate,  of  themselves 
13 
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make  the  age  stand  out  prominently 
from  all  others. 

But  they  do  not  stand  alone. 
Never  before  was  the  moral  sense, 
the  conscience  of  the  race,  so  quick- 
ened. Never  before  was  it  sufficient 
to  convince  the  majority  that  certain 
practices  being  essentially  wrong  and 
unjust,  and,  because  injurious  to 
mankind,  to  seal  their  doom.  In 
former  times  tyranny  relied  upon 
brute  force.  Now  it  finds  it  necessary 
to  hoodwink  and  deceive  the  masses 
to  pretend  that  it  is  really  just, 
beneficial,  or  part  of  the  absolute 
nature  of  things.  To  specify  but  a 
few  instances,  let  us  compare  the 
criminal  code  of  a  hundred  years  ago, 
with  its  savage  and  excessive  punish- 
ments, with  the  far  improved  system 
of  to-day.  The  old  vindictive  sen- 
tences are  being  modified  into  the 
14 
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attempt  to  reform  the  criminal. 
Again,  the  prison  discipKne — how 
wonderfully  it  is  altered!  If  we 
read  of  the  filth,  the  cruelty,  the  utter 
neglect  of  the  sanitary  considerations, 
which  not  only  affected  the  unfor- 
tunate prisoners  but  rendered  the 
assizes  a  time  of  danger  from  jail 
fever  to  the  judges  and  their  court, 
and  compare  them  with  the  almost 
painful  cleanliness  and  the  considera- 
tion for  the  laws  of  health  which 
characterize  our  prisons  of  to-day, 
the  contrast  is  very  striking. 

Yet  again,  in  the  realm  of  spiritual 
thought  what  a  change  has  taken 
place!  Preachers  a  hundred  years 
ago  would  dwell  with  almost  Dan- 
tesque  minuteness  on  the  torments 
of  hell  which  God  was  supposed  to 
have  devised  before  he  ever  created 
the  world,  for  the  punishment  of 
15 
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the  majority  of  the  beings  He  in- 
tended to  create.  And  what  a  ter- 
rible punishment  it  was,  upon  which 
they  seemed  to  love  to  dwell!  Abso- 
lutely endless,  yet  so  fiendishly  con- 
trived that  the  wretched  victims 
would  never  become  hardened  to  it, 
would  never  grow  used  to  their  suf- 
ferings. And  it  was  believed  that 
the  contemplation  of  these  awful 
torments  would  enhance  the  joys  of 
the  blessed,  would  delight  the  angels, 
would  even  be  gratifying  to  the 
Creator  Himself,  for  whose  greater 
glory  they  had  their  existence! 

A  hundred  years  ago  it  was  widely 
believed  that  all  the  heathen,  as  well 
as  the  majority  of  nominal  Christians, 
were  doomed,  by  an  irreversible  de- 
cree, to  this  fearful  fate,  and  that 
only  a  few  were  redeemed  by  the 
blood  of  Christ  from  the  terrible 
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wrath  of  God,  and  by  His  free  mercy 
admitted  into  heaven. 

I  fear  that  many  have  not  yet 
been  fully  liberated  from  the  bondage 
of  some  such  fear  as  this,  but  higher 
and  truer  views  are  spreading  and 
prevailing,  and  it  is  my  hope,  in  this 
book,  to  strike  a  blow  at  this  crushing 
and  benumbing  error,  and  to  exhibit 
the  ''sweet  reasonableness"  of  the 
truth  about  God. 

In  a  few  words,  the  characteristic 
of  this  new  age  is  to  win  mankind 
by  love  rather  than  to  drive  them 
by  fear;  to  exhibit  God  as  a  loving 
father  rather  than  as  a  terrible  judge ; 
to  soften  down  and  modify  the  hard 
sayings  of  Holy  Scripture,  upon  the 
literal  meaning  of  which  the  older 
beliefs  were  founded. 

It  is  indeed  an  age  of  wonder — an 
age  of  progress ;  but  it  is  strange  how 
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few  seem  to  try  ''to  interpret  this 
time." 

To  those  who  are  more  or  less 
materiahsts  it  appears  to  be  an 
evolution  of  human  intelligence  ap- 
plied to  the  phenomena  of  external 
nature.  They  might  also  quote  with 
approbation  the  old  saying: 

"  Ingenuas  dediciose  fideliter  artes 
Emollil  mores,  nee  sinil  esse  feros." 

("To  have  studied  faithfully  the  arts  of 
refinement  softens  men's  manners,  nor  allows 
them  to  be  savage.") 

and  attribute  the  quickened  sense 
of  morality,  the  more  liberal  views 
of  things  spiritual,  to  the  growth  of 
knowledge  and  to  material  progress. 
But  those  who  have  learned  to 
know  God  know  that  human  hfe 
develops  from  within ;  they  know  that 
there  is  but  One  Source  of  light,  of 
i8 
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knowledge,  of  life  itself.  They  know 
that  the  Creator  has  not  only  devised 
the  universe  and  set  it  going,  but  that 
He  is  Himself  the  ever-present  life 
of  all  things — immanent  in  all  His 
creation.  Instead  of  being  a  sort 
of  abnormal  effervescence  of  what 
others  consider  the  real,  substantial 
progress  of  material  knowledge,  they 
know  that  the  spiritual  advance  is 
the  real  advance  of  mankind,  and 
indicates  a  wonderful  influx  of  divine 
light,  the  moral  and  material  progress 
being  entirely  due  to  it.  In  fact,  it 
is  nothing  else  than  the  rising  of  the 
sun  of  righteousness,  the  second 
coming  of  the  Lord. 

When  Christ  came  the  first  time 
in  great  humility,  came  to  "save 
His  people  from  their  sins,"  the 
Scribes  and  Pharisees,  and  almost 
the  whole  people  of  the  Jews,  rejected 
19 
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Him.  ^^He  came  unto  His  own,  and 
they  that  were  His  own  received  Him 
not"  (St.  John,  i  :  ii)  because  they 
interpreted  too  hterally  the  sayings 
of  the  Prophets  concerning  Him. 
They  expected  a  prince,  a  leader  of 
the  people,  who  should  put  himself 
at  their  head,  and  organize  a  success- 
ful rising  against  the  Roman  power 
which  had  subdued  them.  They 
looked  for  an  external  deliverer. 

Men  have  not  learned  by  experi- 
ence. The  same  study  of  the  letter 
of  the  prophecies  concerning  His 
second  coming  prevails.  They  be- 
lieve that  He  will  come  in  the  flesh, 
therefore  subject  once  more  in  some 
degree  to  the  limitations  of  the  flesh; 
that  He  will  come  in  an  actual 
cloud,  probably  at  or  near  Jerusalem, 
and  if  so,  not  in  London  or  Paris, 
in  America  or  Australia.  They  surely 
20 
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overlook  His  own  warning,  ''And 
they  shall  say  unto  you  Lo  there! 
Lo  here!  go  not  away  nor  follow 
after  them.  For  as  the  lightning 
when  it  lighteneth  out  of  the  one 
part  under  the  heaven,  shineth  unto 
the  other  part  under  heaven,  so  shall 
the  Son  of  Man  be  in  His  day" 
(St.  Luke,  xvii  :  23,  24);  and,  "The 
kingdom  of  God  cometh  not  with 
observation;  neither  shall  they  say 
Lo  here!  or  there!  for  lo,  the  king- 
dom of  God  is  within  you"    (ibid., 

21)- 

The  true  second  coming  is  a  spir- 
itual coming — a  coming  into  the  minds 
and  hearts  of  all  who  will  receive  Him, 
at  the  same  time,  all  the  world  over. 
"But  as  many  as  received  Him  to 
them  gave  He  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  them  that 
believe  in  His  name"  (St.  John,  i  :  12). 
21 
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This  coming  of  Christ  is  an  actual 
coming.  The  hght  shines  upon  all, 
and  all  who  are  not  wilfully  blind 
share  in  the  illumination.  But,  as 
we  may  imagine,  persons  who  are 
entirely  engrossed  by  the  occupations 
in  which  they  are  engaged  see  by 
artificial  light,  so  that  they  do  not 
notice  that  the  dawn  has  come,  and 
has  superseded  the  lamps  upon  which 
they  have  hitherto  depended.  They 
partake  of  the  influx  of  light;  they 
receive  the  newer  and  more  satisfying 
views  of  spiritual  things;  but  they  do 
not  perceive  the  magnitude  of  the 
change,  nor  whence  it  comes.  But 
those  who  look  up  and  see  the  rising 
sun,  and  gladly  receive  his  light,  are 
they  who  receive  Him  and  enter 
into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  sons 
of  God.  To  them  a  new  and  mar- 
vellous light  breaks  forth  from  the 

22 
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cloud  of  the  letter  of  the  Word,  and 
Holy  Scripture  becomes  a  new  book 
— a  new  means  of  access  to  the  very 
presence  of  the  Heavenly  Father. 
And  when  they  see  Him  as  He  is, 
they  find,  not  the  glorious  but  awful 
monarch,  who  must  be  approached 
with  elaborate  ceremonial;  not  the 
terrible  judge,  before  whose  inflexible 
justice  they  fear  and  quake,  conscious 
of  their  many  sins  and  shortcomings; 
not  the  offended  God  whom  they 
dare  not  approach,  except  as  shel- 
tered beneath  the  merits  and  sacrifice 
of  the  Redeemer ;  but  a  loving  Father, 
gentler,  kinder,  more  compassionate 
than  the  noblest  earthly  father,  the 
tenderest  human  mother.  ''While 
he  was  yet  afar  off,  his  father  saw 
him  and  was  moved  with  compassion, 
and  ran  and  fell  on  his  neck,  and 
kissed  him"  (St.  Luke,  xv  :  20).  To 
23 
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them  comes  the  loving  invitation, 
"Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour 
and  are  heavy  laden  and  I  will  give 
you  rest.  Take  My  yoke  upon  you, 
and  learn  of  Me ;  for  I  am  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart;  and  ye  shall  find 
rest  unto  your  souls.  For  My  yoke 
is  easy,  and  My  burden  is  light" 
(St.  Matt.,  xi  :  28-30).  These,  it  may 
be  objected,  are  the  words  of  Christ, 
the  lowly  Son  of  Man;  not  of  the 
Eternal  Father.  But  Jesus  Himself 
said,  "I  and  the  Father  are  One" 
(St.  John,  x:3o);  "He  that  hath 
seen  Me,  hath  seen  the  Father" 
(St.  John,  xiv  :  9) ;  and  many  other 
sayings  to  the  same  effect.  And  St. 
Paul  teaches  us:  "Wherefore  if  any 
man  is  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature ; 
the  old  things  are  passed  away; 
behold,  they  are  become  new.  But 
all  things  are  of  God,  who  reconciled 
24 
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US  to  Himself  through  Christ,  and 
gave  unto  us  the  ministry  of  recon- 
cihation;  to  wit,  that  God  was  in 
Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto 
Himself,  not  reckoning  unto  them 
their  trespasses,  and  having  com- 
mitted unto  us  the  word  of  reconciha- 
tion"  (2  Cor.,  v  :  17-19). 

Therefore  the  winning  words  of 
Christ  which  I  have  quoted,  strange 
as  it  may  seem,  words  which  on  any 
lower  authority  we  would  not  dare 
to  use  in  this  sense,  are  a  part  of 
that  revelation  of  the  Father  which 
He  came  to  make. 

This — the  good  tidings  that  God 
is  a  loving  Father — is  the  gospel  of 
the  kingdom  which  Christ  always 
preached.  The  publicans  and  sin- 
ners received  it  gladly.  The  Apostles 
spread  abroad  the  word  of  reconcilia- 
tion;   the  first  Christians  understood 
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it,  and  became  the  children  of  God, 
loving  one  another,  loving  mankind; 
and  the  astounding  revelation  to  a 
world  of  cruelty  and  selfishness,  ''See 
how  these  Christians  loveP^  over- 
threw for  a  time  the  kingdoms  of 
this  world  before  the  Kingdom  of 
Christ. 

But  alas!  it  was  only  for  a  short 
time!  The  imperfections  of  human- 
ity once  more  gained  the  upper  hand. 
Human  inventions  perverted  the  sim- 
ple gospel.  Love  grew  faint,  while 
superstition  and  the  lust  of  power 
and  glory  were  rampant,  and  the 
truth  seemed  almost  altogether  ban- 
ished from  the  world.  The  object 
of  the  New  Dispensation  is  to  bring 
back  the  truth,  and  to  subdue  the 
hearts  of  mankind  to  the  Gospel  of 
Love. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

SIN. 

And  she  shall  bring  forth  a  Son;  and  thou 
shah  call  His  name  Jesus;  for  it  is  He  that 
shall  save  His  people  from  their  sins. — St. 
Matt.,  i  :  21. 

AN  objection  to  this  teaching  of 
the  absolute  love  of  God 
which  will  occur  to  many,  is  that  it 
seems  to  overlook  God's  justice, 
His  hatred  of  sin.  His  indignation 
against  the  sinner,  which  stand  out 
so  prominently  in  the  letter  of  Holy 
Scripture.  In  reply  to  this  objection 
we  must  first  consider,  What  is  Sin? 
It  is  obvious  that  two  things  are  in- 
cluded in  the  one  word.  There  is, 
first,  original  sin,  that  tendency  to 
27 
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evil  which  is  born  in  man,  and  which 
so  soon  shews  itself  when  circum- 
stances are  favourable  to  its  devel- 
opment. Although  Wordsworth  af- 
firms with  truth: 

"  Not  in  entire  forget  fulness, 
And  not  in  utter  nakedness, 
But  trailing  clouds  of  glory  do  we  come 
From  Heaven  which  is  our  Home," 

yet  we  come  into  a  fleshly  nature 
which  is  charged  with  the  seeds  of 
decay  and  corruption.  Our  Saviour 
Himself  was  not  exempt  from  this 
condition.  They  utterly  err  who 
think  that  He  assumed  a  perfectly 
pure  nature  from  a  mother  herself 
miraculously  purified.  Nay,  rather 
He  assumed  a  body  in  which  the  full 
tide  of  corruption  derived  from  a  sin- 
ful and  rebellious  ancestry  had  to  be 
met  and  entirely  vanquished.  This 
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is  the  meaning  of  those  well-known 
passages  in  the  Epistle  to  the  He- 
brews: ^^For  it  became  Him,  for 
whom  are  all  things,  and  through 
whom  are  all  things,  in  bringing 
many  sons  unto  glory,  to  make  the 
Author  of  their  salvation  perfect 
through  sufferings"  (Heb.,  ii  :  lo). 
He  was  not,  then,  perfect  from  the 
beginning,  but  only  became  so  as, 
by  His  victorious  conflicts  with  these 
evil  tendencies, — conflicts  which,  as 
we  ourselves  know,  involve  suffering, 
— He  overcame  them  and  cast  them 
out.  Again,  "For  we  have  not  a 
High  Priest  that  cannot  be  touched 
with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities; 
but  One  that  hath  been  in  all  points 
tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without 
sin"  (Heb.,  iv  :  15).  There  is  no 
real  temptation  where  there  is  noth- 
ing within  to  respond  to  the  tempta- 
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tion;  a  man  absolutely  truthful  can- 
not be  tempted  to  falsehood,  a  man 
absolutely  honest  cannot  be  tempted 
to  steal  or  defraud.  Again,  one  who 
always  had  been  perfectly  immune 
against  temptation  could  not  know 
the  stress  and  strain  of  temptation, 
and  therefore  could  not  really  sym- 
pathize with  those  who  undergo 
temptation.  To  satisfy  the  require- 
ments of  this  saying,  Christ  must 
have  met,  in  His  human  nature,  the 
full  tide  of  evil,  all  the  temptations 
which  can  assail  any  man,  so  that 
He  may  be  able  to  sympathize  with 
the  infirmities  of  all.  His  agony  in 
the  garden  of  Gethsemane,  His  bitter 
cry  on  the  cross,  ^'My  God,  My  God, 
why  hast  Thou  forsaken  Me?"  testify 
to  the  reality,  the  severity,  of  these 
sufferings.  Yet  not  in  one  single 
instance  did  He  fail.  Not  once  did 
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He  allow  the  infirmity,  the  sinful 
tendency,  to  pass  into  actual  sin. 
By  His  victorious  sufferings,  not  by 
an  immaculate  conception.  He  be- 
came perfect. 

To  the  not  uncommon  question, 
Why  is  this  so  ?  Why  does  an  almighty, 
all-loving  God  permit  this  evil,  this 
suffering?  no  perfect  answer  can  yet 
be  given.  It  is  like  the  questions, 
Why  are  we  made  as  we  are  ?  Why 
have  we  not  wings,  to  fly  ?  Why  have 
we  not  wheels  instead  of  feet?  and 
many  similar  speculations.  We  must 
await  a  higher  state  of  development 
before  these  things  become  plain 
to  us. 

We  may,  however,  suggest  some 
partial  answers.  No  good  is  con- 
ceivable without  its  opposite.  We 
cannot  know  heat  unless  we  know 
cold,  light  without  darkness,  pleasure 
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without  pain.  Therefore  perfect 
righteousness,  and  the  happiness 
which  arises  from  it,  could  not  be 
enjoyed  without  some  knowledge  of 
unrighteousness  and  its  consequent 
misery.  And  this  knowledge  of  un- 
righteousness can  only  come  from 
experience.  We  must  have  free-will 
and  be  able  to  choose  evil  or  to  reject 
it  before  we  can  triumph  over  evil, 
and,  as  intelligent  beings,  rejoice  in 
true  happiness. 

The  ingenuity  of  man  suggests 
numberless  difhculties  in  this  con- 
nection. Why  should  some  enter 
the  world  with  so  much  more  ten- 
dency to  evil  than  others?  with  such 
strong  passions,  such  weak  wills? 
We  are  not  a  collection  of  units  like 
the  sand  on  the  sea-shore,  but  each 
one  is  a  part  of  the  "Great  Man.'' 
As  in  our  human  bodies  there  are 
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innumerable  parts,  our  larger  mem- 
bers composed  of  bones,  muscles, 
sinews,  veins,  and  nerves,  and  these 
again  of  fibres,  filaments,  corpuscles, 
themselves  built  up  ultimately  of 
atoms  of  the  different  elements,  so  it  is 
with  the  "Great  Man."  This  is 
merely  an  expansion  of  St.  Paul's 
teaching,  but  in  case  it  seems  too 
mystic  to  be  taken  seriously,  let  us 
think  of  mankind  as  a  family  or  an 
army.  To  fill  the  different  positions 
necessary  to  either  of  these,  men 
require  different  qualifications.  May 
we  not  well  believe  that  the  unequal 
conditions  of  which  men  complain 
are  the  necessary  preparation  for 
these  different  positions?  It  is  plain 
that  the  human  body  is  now  un- 
healthy, that  the  family  is  in  disorder, 
that  the  army  is  engaged  in  strenuous 
warfare.  Each  human  being  is  con- 
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cerned,  not  somehow  to  save  his  own 
soul,  but  to  do  his  share  in  rectifying 
the  condition  of  the  whole.  A 
thought  connected  wdth  the  idea  of 
an  army  seems  peculiarly  suggestive. 
Mankind  is  engaged  in  an  actual 
warfare — shall  we  say  with  spiritual 
foes  ?  or  simply  with  the  consequences 
of  the  mistakes  and  errors  of  our 
ancestors  ?  In  a  battle  a  good  soldier 
does  not  feel  that  he  is  unfairly  dealt 
with  if  he  is  exposed  to  wounds  and 
death  in  a  movement  necessary  to 
overcome  the  adversary.  Nay,  the 
bravest  and  best  men  desire  the  posts 
of  danger,  which  are  those  of  honour, 
and  volunteer  eagerly  for  the  '^  for- 
lorn hope,"  giving  their  lives  freely 
for  the  cause  which  they  have  at 
heart.  If  they  have  confidence  in 
their  leader,  it  is  by  no  means  in- 
dispensable that  they  should  com- 
34 


SIN 

prehend  his  plans,  or  see  the  full  scope 
of  the  enterprise  for  which  they  are 
called  upon  to  volunteer. 

How  unspeakably  the  acceptance 
of  the  Gospel  of  Love  adds  weight  to 
this  consideration!  We  believe  that 
an  all-wise  and  all-loving  Father  has 
set  us  our  several  parts.  We  believe 
that  He  knows  our  capacity  and 
appoints  our  tasks  wisely,  and  that  if 
we  faithfully  do  our  best,  it  matters 
not  what  the  seeming  results  may  be, 
we  shall  be  doing  what  He  requires 
of  us  toward  securing  the  final  victory. 
So  if  we  are  good  soldiers  we  are  con- 
tent to  do  our  duty,  and  to  wait 
patiently  for  the  explanation  of  the 
meaning  of  those  things  which  now 
seem  mysterious  to  us. 

But  we  often  look  upon  sin  only  in 
its  second  sense— as  actual  sin,  in 
which  the  in-dwelling  infirmity  has 
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become  guilt,  when  we  have  yielded 
to  temptation  and  "committed  sin," 
and  we  think  that  Christ  suffered  to 
deliver  us  from  the  consequences  of 
this  sin,  instead  of  from  the  disease 
itself,  the  root  of  bitterness  of  which 
actual  sins  are  the  symptoms  and 
outcome. 

This  is  the  point  where  error  has 
so  often  crept  in.  People  imagine 
that  Christ's  object  was  to  save  them 
from  punishment,  from  the  just  con- 
sequences of  the  sins  which  they 
had  committed;  or  rather  from  their 
unjust  consequences,  for  they  have 
imagined  that  God,  in  His  wrath,  is 
prepared  to  inflict  an  altogether  ex- 
cessive punishment,  w^hich,  by  the 
intercession  of  Christ,  may  be  re- 
mitted. Holy  Scripture  tells  us  that 
Jesus  should  save  His  people  from 
their  sins,  not  from  punishment. 
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And  when  He,  before  His  ascension, 
commits  His  work  to  His  Church, 
saying,  "As  the  Father  hath  sent 
Me,  even  so  send  I  you,"  He  adds, 
"Whosesoever  sins  ye  forgive,  they 
are  forgiven  unto  them;  whoseso- 
ever sins  ye  retain  they  are  retained" 
(St.  John,  XX  :  21,  23).  Every  actual 
sin  brings  inevitably  its  due  con- 
sequence, and  it  would  be  most 
disastrous  if  it  were  not  so.  If  taking 
poison  sometimes  affected  our  health, 
but  sometimes  did  not;  if  it  were 
particularly  palatable,  people  would 
often  take  the  chances.  The  un- 
certainty of  human  punishments  is 
the  cause  of  the  prevalence  of  crime. 
If  every  malefactor  knew  that  he 
must  necessarily  undergo  a  perfectly 
adequate  amount  of  suffering  for 
every  evil  he  committed,  few  would 
be  sufficiently  reckless  to  break  the 
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law.  So  when  people  bring  them- 
selves to  believe  that  because  God  is 
Love,  because  Christ  is  merciful,  they 
may  escape  the  consequences  of  their 
sin,  while  they  retain  the  pleasure  or 
the  profit  for  the  sake  of  which  they 
committed  the  sin,  they  will  con- 
tinue in  sin.  Not  such  is  the  love  of 
God,  for  the  truth  is  that  for  every 
sin  we  commit  we  must  undergo  a 
perfectly  adequate  amount  of  suffer- 
ing, a  sorrow  exactly  commicnsurate 
with  the  heinousness  of  the  sin.  This 
suffering  may  be  external,  as  in  the 
loss  of  reputation;  as  in  the  punish- 
ment inflicted  by  human  law;  as 
in  the  loss  of  health,  etc.;  or  it  may 
be  in  spiritual  suffering,  in  remorse, 
in  the  blunting  of  the  conscience,  the 
weakening  of  the  will;  or  very  fre- 
quently these  consequences  are  com- 
bined. But  we  may  be  assured  of 
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this  that  no  power  will  ever  stand 
between  us  and  the  just  consequences 
of  the  sin  we  have  committed. 

But  when  an  offender  against 
human  laws  has  suffered  its  penalty, 
has  served  his  sentence  or  paid  his 
fine,  he  is  considered  purged  of  the 
offence.  It  is  the  same  w^ith  sin.  If 
a  man  has  learned  his  lesson  by  his 
suffering,  and  does  not  transgress 
again,  his  offence  is  purged,  and  will 
be  no  more  remembered  against  him. 
But  if  he  will  not  learn,  but  continues 
to  sin,  he  brings  upon  himself  ever- 
increasing  suffering;  and  at  the  same 
time  he  cultivates  an  evil  habit, 
rendering  his  power  of  resistance 
weaker.  He  makes  for  himself  a 
worse  hell,  a  severer  task-master.  If 
he  dies  without  casting  out  his  evil 
habit,  death  will  not  purge  him,  nor 
in  this  respect  change  him.  He  will 
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enter  upon  his  new  estate  still 
subject  to  the  same  habit,  or  its 
spiritual  equivalent;  and  it  will  con- 
tinue to  bring  upon  him  spiritual 
sufferings,  by  which  God  is  ever  striv- 
ing to  turn  him  from  his  offences, 
or  at  least  to  hinder  him  from  plung- 
ing into  deeper  iniquity.  Thus  he 
makes  for  himself  a  hell  in  the  next 
life;  and  if  he  can  continue  for  all 
eternity  in  his  rebelhon,  he  will  make 
for  himself  an  eternal  hell.  But  if  at 
any  time  he  ceases  to  do  evil,  and 
learns  to  do  well,  God  will  surely 
receive  him  into  His  favour.  Thus 
God  is  ever  the  same — is  Love  un- 
changeable. He  is  not  subject  to 
man's  caprices,  pleased  when  man 
does  well,  made  angry  when  he  sins, 
but,  as  He  Himself  declares:  "For 
I  the  Lord  change  not;  therefore 
ye,  O  sons  of  Jacob,  are  not  con- 
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sumed"  (Malachi,  iii  :  6).  When  we 
''seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God," 
when  we  try  to  purify  ourselves  even 
as  He  is  pure,  when  in  some  measure 
we  become  pure  in  heart,  we  see  God 
— as  He  is;  we  see  Him  in  His  love. 
His  unchangeable  goodness,  His  true 
Fatherhood.  But  when  we  commit 
sin,  and  continue  in  it,  we  see  Him 
through  the  ''earth-born  clouds"  we 
ourselves  have  generated,  as  He  actu- 
ally is  not.  He  appears  to  us  in- 
dignant, wrathful,  estranged.  Hence 
the  many  passages  in  Scripture  in 
which  His  wrath  is  spoken  about. 

It  may,  however,  be  urged  that 
He  Himself  frequently  speaks  of 
being  angry  with  men.  The  answer 
is  that  He  condescends  to  man's 
weakness,  adapting  His  words  to  the 
comprehension  of  His  hearers;  or 
we  may  put  it  that  the  messenger 
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colours  the  message  according  to 
his  capacity  for  receiving  it.  God 
puts  the  idea  into  his  mind  and  he 
clothes  it  in  the  best  words  of  his 
vocabulary.  Thus  even  the  three 
earlier  Evangelists  lack  the  deep 
spiritual  insight  into  the  blaster's 
real  meaning  which  characterizes  the 
writings  of  the  beloved  Apostle,  and 
so  their  teachings  are  adapted  to 
those  who  have  not  arrived  at  the 
stage  of  spiritual  insight  that  is 
necessary  to  understand  the  sayings 
of  St.  John,  which  therefore  appear 
to  them  vague  and  mystical.  But 
those  who  are  spiritual  understand 
all  things.  Not  only  are  St.  John's 
teachings  obvious  and  life-giving  truth 
to  them,  but  beneath  the  surface  of 
the  earlier  Gospels,  and  even  beneath 
the  Law  and  the  Prophets,  they  see 
the  same  consistent  truth,  like  the 
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inner  vesture  of  the  Lord,  ^Svithout 
seam,  woven  from  the  top  through- 
out" (St.  John,  xix  :  23). 

Instead,  then,  of  making  Hght  of 
sin,  the  true  teaching  of  the  perfect 
Love  of  God  accentuates  the  deadH- 
ness  of  sin,  while  furnishing  the 
strongest  encouragement  to  the  sinner 
who  is  striving  to  escape  from  his  sin. 

"  What !  fallen  again  ?     Nay  quickly  rise ! 
Thine  Intercessor  never  dies." 

— ^'Christian  Year.^' 

The  Father  Himself  loves  us  and  is 
ever  ready  to  give  us  help,  comfort, 
and  sympathy,  and,  through  the  plead- 
ing of  Christ,  urges  us  to  renewed 
efforts  against  our  enemy. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

THE    DISEASE    OF    SIN. 

They  that  are  whole  have  no  need  of  a  physi- 
cian hut  they  that  are  sick.  But  go  ye  and  learn 
what  this  meaneth,  I  desire  mercy^  and  not 
sacrifice:  for  I  came  not  to  call  the  righteous, 
hut  sinners. — St.  Matt.,  ix  :  12,  13. 

WE  often  hear  people  in  their 
trouble  saying,  "Wliat  have 
I  done  that  God  should  so  afflict 
me?  I  have  led  a  good  hfe,  I  have 
kept  the  commandments,  I  have  tried 
to  hurt  no  one  by  word  or  deed,  yet 
God  sends  all  this  suffering  upon 
me";  and  they  are  tempted  to  doubt 
His  love,  His  care  for  His  people,  per- 
haps even  His  very  existence. 

This  comes  from  confounding  ac- 
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tual  sin  with  the  disease  which  is  its 
root.  The  greatest  saints,  those 
whose  hves  seem  to  us  hoHest  and 
purest,  are  most  deeply  conscious  of 
the  sin  which  is  in  them.  Witness 
St.  Paul,  ever  reckoning  himself  the 
chief  of  sinners.  See  his  account  of 
his  conflict,  in  the  seventh  chapter 
of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans:  "And 
I  was  alive  apart  from  the  law  once: 
but  when  the  commandment  came, 
sin  revived,  and  I  died;  and  the 
commandment,  which  was  unto  life, 
this  I  found  to  be  unto  death :  for  sin 
finding  occasion,  through  the  com- 
mandment beguiled  me,  and  through 
it  slew  me"  (vii:9-ii);  ''For  we 
know  that  the  law  is  spiritual;  but 
I  am  carnal,  sold  under  sin.  For 
that  which  I  do,  I  know  not:  for  not 
what  I  would,  that  do  I  practise;  but 
what  I  hate,  that  I  do"  (vii  :  14,  15); 
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^'For  I  know  that  in  me,  that  is,  in 
my  flesh,  dwelleth  no  good  thing; 
for  to  will  is  present  with  me,  but  to 
do  that  which  is  good,  is  not.  For 
the  good  which  I  would  I  do  not; 
but  the  evil  which  I  would  not,  that 
I  practise"  (vii  :  i8,  19);  ''I  find 
then  the  law,  that,  to  me  who  would 
do  good,  evil  is  present.  For  I  de- 
light in  the  law  of  God  after  the  in- 
ward man:  but  I  see  a  different 
law  in  my  members,  warring  against 
the  law  of  my  mind,  and  bringing  me 
into  captivity  under  the  law  of  sin 
which  is  in  my  members .  O  wretched 
man  that  I  am !  Who  shall  deliver  me 
out  of  the  body  of  this  death"? 
(vii  :  21-24). 

People   sometimes   think   that    St. 
Paul  is  speaking  here  of  his  state  be- 
fore his  conversion,  but  this  is  a  mis- 
take.    It  is  either  because  men  be- 
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come  more  sensitive  to  evil  as  the 
work  of  purification  progresses,  or 
that  the  last  roots  of  the  dread  disease 
are  most  difficult  to  remove,  but  I 
think  that  if  we  could  read  men's 
hearts,  we  should  find  that  they 
always  feel  their  imperfection  the 
most  keenly,  the  nearer  they  ap- 
proach the  final  victory.  The  dark- 
est m.oments  of  the  Saviour's  conflict 
were  those  which  WTung  from  Him 
the  cry,  ''My  God,  My  God,  why 
hast  Thou  forsaken  Me"? — to  be 
almost  immediately  followed  by  the 
triumphant  exclamation,  ''It  is  fin- 
ished." Two  causes,  however,  pre- 
vent those  who  suffer  from  this  feeling 
from  readily  publishing  their  ex- 
perience: the  natural  shrinking  from 
declaring  the  secrets  of  the  heart, 
with  the  dread  of  seeming  unreal 
which  accompanies  it;  and  the  as- 
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sured  conviction  of  God's  love — the 
confidence  that  in  all  these  trials  He 
is  accomplishing  His  work  of  mercy. 
Thus,  in  answer  to  St.  Paul's 
exclamation,  "O  wretched  man  that 
I  am!  Who  shall  deliver  me  out  of 
the  body  of  this  death"?  he  himself 
at  once  replies  triumphantly,  '^I 
thank  God,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.  So  then  I  myself  with  the 
mind  serve  the  law  of  God ;  but  with 
the  flesh  the  law  of  sin"  (Rom., 
vii  :  24,  25).  Thence  he  passes  at 
once  into  that  glorious  hymn  of 
victory:  ^^ There  is  therefore  now  no 
condemnation  to  them  that  are  in 
Christ  Jesus.  For  the  law  of  the 
Spirit  of  Life  in  Christ  Jesus  made 
me  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  of 
death.  For  what  the  law  could  not 
do,  in  that  it  was  weak  through  the 
flesh,  God  sending  His  Own  Son,  in 
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the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh,  and  as  an 
offering  for  sin  [or  rather,  ^^and  for 
sin"]  condemned  sin  in  the  flesh: 
that  the  ordinance  of  the  law  might 
be  fulfilled  in  us,  who  walk  not  after 
the  flesh,  but  after  the  spirit"  (Rom., 
viii  :  1-4). 

This  disease  of  sin,  which  to  those 
who  have  attained  the  spiritual  eleva- 
tion of  St.  Paul  is  such  a  heavy 
burden,  is  almost  ignored  by  those 
who  are  less  advanced.  They  look 
upon  it  complacently  as  their  nature, 
their  natural  character,  for  which,  in 
their  erroneous  view  of  God  as  a 
punisher  of  sin,  they  think  that  they 
are  not  responsible,  and  therefore  for 
which  they  suppose  that  they  will  not 
be  punished;  for  they  think  of  Him 
as  the  judge  who  takes  account  of 
their  actual  sins,  rather  than  as  the 
loving  father  and  physician  whose 
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great  object  it  is  to  deliver  them  from 
the  real  disease  of  sin  which  reigns 
within  them. 

He  has  created  us  in  order  that  He 
may  bless  us  eternally;  that  He  may 
ever  pour  upon  us  the  riches  of  His 
love.  But  as  long  as  this  disease  has 
possession  of  us,  we  are  not  capable 
of  receiving  and  reciprocating  this 
love. 

Again,  we  often  imagine  that  be- 
cause He  is  almighty,  wdth  a  single 
word  He  could  set  us  free  from  sin. 
But  were  this  the  case,  we  cannot 
doubt  that  He  would  have  done  so 
long  ago.  Doubtless  He  could  have 
created  beings  perfectly  pure,  per- 
fectly proof  against  sin.  But  such 
beings  would  not  have  been  men; 
they  would  not  have  been  in  the 
image  and  likeness  of  God.  For 
He  is  good  not  of  necessity,  but  be- 
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cause  He  loves  good.  They  could 
not  have  received,  therefore,  that 
fulness  of  happiness  of  which  men 
are  capable. 

We  may  be  sure  that  divine  love, 
joined  to  divine  wisdom,  has  chosen 
the  best  course,  and  that  what  seems 
to  us  the  long,  complicated  history 
of  human  wandering,  human  suffer- 
ing, will  prove  to  have  been  the  best 
and  shortest  road  to  the  great  and 
glorious  end. 

And  not  only  is  this  the  case  with 
mankind  as  a  whole,  but  individually 
we  are  subjected  to  the  treatment 
which  will  in  the  best  and  most 
thorough  manner  bring  about  our 
purification. 

It  was  necessary  that  Christ  should 

take  upon  Him  our  nature;   that  He 

should  suffer  and  die  to  purify  that 

nature  in  order  that  He  might  be- 
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come  the  great  Physician  of  Souls, 
able  to  heal  the  disease  of  sin,  which 
may  not  yet  have  shewn  itself  in 
outward  manifestation,  but  which 
nevertheless  is  within  us  all,  ready 
to  spring  up  under  conditions  favour- 
able to  its  development.  We  often 
think  of  a  person  that  he  was  natur- 
ally good,  naturally  even-tempered 
and  benevolent.  But  circumstances 
were  against  him;  the  treatment  he 
met  soured  him,  corrupted  him, 
hardened  him.  The  fact  is,  that  the 
evil  was  in  him  all  the  time,  but 
unsuspected.  He  might  have  gone 
through  life  in  ignorance  of  it,  if  God 
had  not  allowed  the  particular  trials 
to  assail  him  which  discovered  this 
hidden  evil,  in  order  that  he  might 
fight  against  it.  And  this  is  the  true 
meaning  of  the  sufferings  which 
people  complain  of  as  undeserved. 
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As  a  surgeon  firmly  and  unshrink- 
ingly removes  some  morbid  growth 
from  his  patient,  sparing  no  neces- 
sary pain  and  suffering  if  he  may  only 
thereby  remove  the  disease,  so  the 
loving  Lord  traces  out  the  hidden 
roots  of  bitterness  and  removes  them 
one  by  one  as  we  are  able  to  bear  it, 
always  giving  us,  not  the  treatment 
which  we,  in  our  blindness,  think 
would  be  best  for  us,  but  that  which, 
in  His  perfect  wisdom,  He  knows  is 
best.  All  things  are  instruments  in 
His  hands.  The  malice  of  Satan 
was  overruled  by  the  divine  love  to 
raise  Job  to  that  higher  plane  revealed 
in  his  words,  "I  had  heard  of  Thee 
by  the  hearing  of  the  ear;  but  now 
mine  eye  seeth  Thee,  wherefore  I 
abhor  myself,  and  repent  in  dust  and 
ashes  "  (Job,  xlii  :  5,  6).  It  is  wonder- 
ful how  much  more  tolerable  our 
53 


THE  GOSPEL  OF  EOVE 

keenest  sufferings  become  if  behind 
them  we  can  see  our  Father's  love; 
if  we  can  firmly  believe  that  by  them 
He  is  restoring  us  to  perfect  health; 
and  that  by  "our  light  affliction  which 
is  for  the  moment"  He  '^worketh  for 
us  more  and  more  exceedingly  an 
eternal  weight  of  Glory"  (2  Cor., 
iv  :  17).  For  this  we  should  always 
bear  in  mind,  that  the  longest  earthly 
life  is  but  as  a  moment  compared  to 
the  blissful  eternity  for  which  He  has 
created  us,  and  for  which  by  the 
sufferings  of  this  life  He  is  preparing 
us.  Truly,  "Whom  the  Lord  loveth 
He  chasteneth,  and  scourgeth  every 
son  whom  He  receiveth"  (Heb., 
xii  :  6). 

Those  who,  like  St.  Paul,  feel  the 

burden  of  the  disease  of  sin  and  long 

to  be  clean  and  perfect,  will  recognize 

the  love  of  God  in  any  treatment,  no 
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matter  how  severe,  which  is  required 
in  the  process  of  purification.  But 
there  are  some  who  find  a  difiiculty 
in  accepting  this  view.  They  restrict 
their  idea  of  sin  to  actual  breaches  of 
the  law,  and  refuse  to  acknowledge 
their  need  of  suffering  unless  they 
have  committed  actions  which  they 
allow  to  be  sins;  or  they  believe  in 
free  pardon,  and  think  that  if  God 
in  His  mercy  will  overlook  their 
offences  and  admit  them  into  heaven, 
all  will  be  well  with  them.  So  there 
seems  no  need  of  all  this  suffering; 
and  this  talk  of  the  disease  of  sin 
does  not  appeal  to  them.  They  rely 
upon  the  confidence  that  they  are 
no  worse  than  their  neighbours,  that 
they  are  above  the  average  of  hu- 
manity, and  they  think  that  a  God  of 
love  can  never  cast  them  out,  even 
if  they  have  a  few  infirmities  and, 
55 


THE  GOSPEL  OF  LOVE 

as    they    imagine,   minor    imperfec- 
tions. 

I  have  tried  to  shew  that  such 
reasonings  are  based  upon  a  false 
idea  of  God  and  of  His  whole  work. 
But  in  this  place  I  will  appeal  to  the 
analogy  of  this  present  life.  It  will 
be  generally  admitted  that  there  is  a 
large  proportion  of  unhappiness,  even 
of  misery,  in  the  world.  How  many 
families  are  really  happy,  dwelling 
together  in  a  heavenly  state  of  peace 
and  concord  ?  How  many  communi- 
ties, even  of  people  living  in  places 
where  the  natural  surroundings  should 
conduce  to  the  greatest  happiness, 
are  free  from  strife  and  heartburn- 
ings? In  how  many  of  the  larger 
assemblies  of  mankind  does  brotherly 
love  reign,  casting  out  tyranny,  op- 
pression, bitter  poverty,  wearing  toil, 
and  the  myriad  evils  which,  as  Tenny- 
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son  says,  ^^make  earth  hell"?  What 
is  the  cause  of  this?  In  the  family 
how  often  it  is  that  the  father  is  over- 
bearing, inconsiderate,  self-indulgent, 
and  his  wife  and  children  are  in 
continual  dread  of  his  temper!  Or 
it  may  be  the  mother  who  is  over- 
sensitive, troubled  with  nerves,  which 
always  lead  her  to  consider  herself 
neglected  and  ill-treated  by  her  hus- 
band and  her  children!  Or  the 
children  m.ay  be  disobedient,  quarrel- 
some, unloving!  Yet  none  of  these 
think  that  they  are  sinners  on  these 
accounts.  If  they  admit  that  they 
are  wrong  themselves  instead  of  lay- 
ing all  the  blame  upon  others,  which 
they  usually  do,  they  consider  that 
it  is  only  some  constitutional  in- 
firmity which  is  wholly  unavoidable. 
Yet  these  things  wreck  the  happiness 
of  the  family. 
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And  in  the  larger  community  how 
often  the  trouble  arises  from  some 
one  circulating  an  ill-natured  report, 
from  some  petty  jealousy,  some  mani- 
festation of  vanity  on  the  part  of 
certain  people  who  think  themselves 
better  than  others,  or  from  an  undue 
sensitiveness,  which  is  always  prone 
to  suspect  insult  or  affront!  From 
these  things  quarrels,  heartburnings, 
distress,  and  pain  arise.  Yet  how 
seldom  do  those  who  cause  these 
troubles  feel  that  they  are  sinners ! 

And  in  the  still  larger  communities 
how  much  t)n:anny,  oppression,  in- 
justice, proceeds  from  causes  ab- 
solutely within  the  law;  even  from 
the  laws  themselves,  of  supply  and 
demand,  of  free  contract,  from  the 
principles  of  business,  which  never 
touch  the  consciences  of  those  who 
profit  by  them!  Yet  while  such 
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principles  of  action  continue  to  govern 
mankind,  no  legislation  can  do  much 
to  advance  the  happiness  of  the 
world.  If  we  examine  all  of  these, 
they  have  their  roots  in  selfishness, 
and  selfishness  is  sin,  the  opposite 
of  love,  which  is  the  character  and 
nature  of  God,  and  the  basis  of  all 
true  happiness. 

Persons  who  have  this  disease  of 
selfishness  in  their  nature  are  not 
fit  for  heaven.  In  fact,  heaven 
would  be  impossible  if  these  con- 
ditions were  admitted  there.  Heaven 
would  be  corrupted  with  the  evils  of 
earth,  and  its  happiness  be  "wrecked. 

Let  us  not  deceive  ourselves.  It 
is  not  murders  only,  adultery  and 
impurity,  theft  and  robbery,  which 
will  shut  us  out  of  heaven,  but 
anything  that  defileth.  These  evil 
tempers,  uncontrollable  emotions,  the 
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unbridled  tongue,  the  want  of  con- 
sideration for  the  needs  of  our  fellows, 
the  unbrotherliness,  the  selfishness, 
the  lack  of  love,  are  all  parts  of  the 
deadly  disease  of  sin,  all  make  us 
unfit  for  heaven. 

But  God  is  Love.  He  desires  our 
happiness,  and  in  order  that  we  may- 
be fitted  for  the  eternal  joy  which  He 
has  prepared  for  us.  He  sends  the 
sorrow,  the  affliction,  the  suffering, 
which  He  knows  is  best  adapted  to 
the  cure  of  our  sin.  And  the  time  will 
come  when  we  shall  see  and  acknowl- 
edge with  thankfulness,  with  bitter 
shame,  it  may  be,  at  our  former 
rebellion  and  blindness,  that  in  these 
things,  as  in  everything,  ^'He  did  all 
things  well.'' 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  SCOPE  OF  THE  GOSPEL  OF  LOVE. 

The  Lord  is  gracious,  and  full  of  compassion; 
slow  to  anger,  and  of  great  mercy. 
The  Lord  is  good  to  all;    and  His  tender  mercies 
are  over  all  His  works. — PsALM  cxlv  :  8,  9. 

PEOPLE  may  ask,  How  far  does 
this  message  of  the  unchange- 
able love  of  God  extend?  Who 
are  the  children  who  may  rely  with 
confidence  on  His  Fatherly  protec- 
tion ?  I  reply  without  hesitation  that 
the  message  is  world-wide.  All  who 
will  may  come  to  Him.  But  it  may 
be  objected,  How  can  those  who  have 
never  heard  of  Him  come  to  Him? 
Are  we  not  plainly  told  that  faith  is 
necessary  to  salvation?  This  essen- 
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tial  faith  will  be  further  defined,  by 
many,  as  belief  in  the  finished  work 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  with  a 
conscious  acceptance  of  Him  as  the 
Saviour. 

The  history  of  the  Christian  Church 
from  very  early  times  has  been  full  of 
quarrelling  and  contention  as  to  the 
right  words  in  which  the  Christian 
faith  is  to  be  enshrined.  Men,  per- 
haps equally  loving,  equally  good, 
and  devoted  to  the  service  of  God  in 
their  lives,  have  excommunicated  and 
anathematized  one  another  because 
they  held  some  different  opinion  as 
to  the  Nature  of  God,  as  to  the 
Divinity  of  Christ,  as  to  the  proces- 
sion of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

It  may  be  at  once  allowed  that 

there  can  be  but  one  absolute  truth 

upon  all  points  under  discussion.     It 

may  also  be  allowed   that  the  truer 
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belief  should  lead  to  the  higher  and 
truer  life.  But  I  maintain  that  no 
honest  belief,  no  matter  how  errone- 
ous, in  any  degree  forfeits  the  love  of 
God  or  deprives  the  misbeliever  of 
His  favour. 

The  fact  is  that  the  nature  of  saving 
faith  has  been  altogether  misunder- 
stood. Instead  of  being  the  accep- 
tance of  true  doctrine,  it  is  in  truth 
fidelity  or  faithfulness,  that  is  to  say, 
obedience  to  the  known  will  of  God. 
It  matters  comparatively  little  what 
mistaken  opinions  people  hold  about 
God,  if  they  love  Him  and  give  Him 
their  best  obedience.  In  the  Epistle 
to  the  Hebrews  we  have  a  list  of  the 
heroes  of  faith.  Among  these  are 
Abel,  Enoch,  Noah,  Abraham,  Sarah, 
Isaac,  Jacob,  Moses,  the  children  of 
Israel  at  the  Red  Sea  and  at  Jericho, 
Rahab,  Gideon,  Baruk,  Samson, 
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Jephthah,  David,  Samuel,  and  the 
prophets.  Of  how  many  of  these  can 
it  be  supposed  that  they  had  any 
exact  doctrinal  belief  in  regard  to  the 
nature  of  God  ?  They  simply  believed 
that  there  was  a  God,  who  required 
them  to  do  certain  things  which  were 
contrary  to  their  own  will,  their  own 
pleasures,  their  own  selfish  interests. 
And  they  did  them. 

Men  have  been  inclined  to  look 
upon  God  as  outside  His  creation; 
a  God  who  revealed  Himself  to  them 
solely  by  prophets  and  messengers, 
and  so  only  to  those  who  had  re- 
ceived the  message.  The  Jews  be- 
lieved that  they  alone  were  the 
chosen  people  of  God.  They  be- 
lieved that  the  Gentiles  were  al- 
together outside  the  pale  of  His 
favour.  It  was  hard  for  the  Apostles 
and  early  Christians  to  shake  them- 
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selves  free  of  this  error.  It  required 
a  special  vision  from  heaven,  thrice 
repeated,  to  convince  St.  Peter  that 
^^Of  a  truth  I  perceive  that  God  is 
no  respecter  of  persons;  but  in  every 
nation  he  that  feareth  Him,  and 
worketh  righteousness  is  acceptable 
to  Him"  (Acts,  x  :  34,  35).  And 
after  he  had  baptized  Cornelius  and 
his  household,  and  was  returned  to 
Jerusalem,  "they  that  were  of  the 
circumcision  contended  with  him, 
saying,  Thou  wentest  in  to  men  un- 
circumcized  and  didst  eat  with  them" 
(Acts,  xi  :  2,  3).  And  what  continual 
opposition  St.  Paul  met,  in  so  much 
of  his  work,  from  those  who  re- 
quired obedience  to  the  ceremonial 
law  of  Moses! 

The  same  spirit  is  alas !  strongly  in 
evidence    in   our    own   day,    and    is 
one  of  the  chief  stumbling-blocks  in 
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the  way  of  the  cordial  reception  of  the 
loving  teaching  of  the  New  Dispen- 
sation. Still  we  hold  as  foes  those 
who  do  not  pronounce  aright  our 
own  Shibboleth.  There  is  a  wide- 
spread cry  for  the  reunion  of  Christ- 
endom. But  no  Church  seems  willing 
to  make  any  real  concessions  of  its 
own  peculiar  tenets,  though  all  are 
ready  to  welcome  all  others  who  will 
abandon  their  own  distinctive  opin- 
ions in  their  favour.  The  religious 
education  of  the  people  is  sadly 
hindered  because  different  bodies 
cannot  agree  in  some  simple  form 
of  instruction.  The  religious  news- 
papers frequently  express  bitterness 
against  those  who  prefer  a  different 
ceremonial  or  hold  a  different  opinion 
from  themselves. 

The    true    message    of    the    New 
Dispensation    is    that    these    things 
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are  absolutely  unimportant  compared 
to  the  one  great  principle  of  Love, 
for  ''AH  religion  has  relation  to  the 
life;  and  the  life  of  religion  is  to  do 
good." 

If  churches  and  people  were  set 
earnestly  upon  the  establishment  of 
the  Kingdom  of  God,  which  is  the 
Kingdom  of  Love,  and  the  righteous- 
ness or  justice  which  belongs  to  it, 
there  would  be  no  place  for  these 
minor  considerations.  People  would 
say,  ''So  and  so  is  a  Romanist,  an 
Anglican,  a  Non-conformist;  he  is  a 
high  churchman,  a  low  churchman, 
or  perhaps  no  churchman  at  all,  as 
the  case  may  be ;  but  he  is  a  good  man, 
sincerely  striving  for  the  abolition  of 
injustice,  the  redress  of  wrong,  the 
raising  of  humanity,  and  so  he  is  a 
brother."  The  one  test  of  opin- 
ions would  be.  Which  conduces  the 
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most  towards  the  bringing  in  of  the 
reign  of  love? 

God  is  not  outside  the  world 
which  He  has  created,  but  within  it, 
the  sole  and  continual  source  of  its 
life.  The  divine  humanity  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  not  a  power 
coming  from  without,  to  save  those 
who  will  receive  it,  but  it  is  a  new 
adaptation  of  the  divine  power  to  the 
life  of  the  world.  The  victory  which 
the  divine  of  Christ  won  over  the 
corruptions  of  the  human  nature 
which  he  had  assumed  is  within  us, 
is  His  triumph  in  the  strife  which  He 
is  still  waging  in  us  against  the  dis- 
ease of  sin,  and  this  not  only  in 
those  who  know  what  He  is  doing, 
but  in  all  His  people.  The  eye  or  the 
ear  of  our  natural  body  perceives  and 
reports  to  the  brain  some  danger 
which  menaces  one  of  the  extrem- 
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ities.  Forthwith  the  brain  causes 
that  extremity  to  move  away  from 
the  danger,  though  itself  can  neither 
see  nor  hear  it.  Thus  all  humanity 
benefits  by  the  revelation  which  only 
reaches  the  Christian  Church,  for  all 
men  are  members  of  the  '^  Great 
Body." 

The  magnificent  introduction  to 
St.  John's  Gospel  supphes  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  healing  influences  of 
God  upon  mankind:  '^In  the  be- 
ginning was  the  word,"  the  divine 
wisdom,  whereby  the  divine  love 
was  manifested,  as  our  thought  is 
manifested  in  our  words,  '^and  the 
Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word 
v/as  God."  The  divine  wisdom  which 
shewed  the  divine  love  was  but  one 
God  being  perfectly  conjoined  with 
the  divine  love.  By  the  divine  wis- 
dom divine  love  formed  the  uni- 
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verse.  But  He  was  also  the  life  of 
the  universe,  and  the  sole  source  of 
light  to  all.  "There  was  the  true 
Light,  even  the  Light  which  lighteth 
every  man  coming  into  the  world  " 
(St.  John,  i:  9). 

Every  man  coming  into  the  world 
has  some  ray  of  the  true  light;  every 
man  knows,  beyond  the  possibility 
of  doubt,  that  there  is  something 
which  he  ought  to  do;  something 
which  seems  distasteful,  unprofitable, 
contrary  to  his  natural  desires  or 
wishes;  but  still  something  which 
without  a  struggle  he  cannot  refuse 
to  do.  This  is  the  call  of  Christ,  even 
to  him  who  knows  not  whence  it 
comes.  If  he  obeys  it,  he  obeys 
Christ.  This  obedience  is  the  true 
saving  faith  or  fidelity.  Still  new 
light  comes  to  him,  another  step  be- 
comes visible,  and  thus  onward  and 
70 


SCOPE  OF  GOSPEL  OF  LOVE 

upward  he  is  led  to  ever  more  light, 
until  at  last  he  will  come  to  the 
perfect  day,  and  will  learn  to  know 
whom  it  was  that  he  has  so  long 
faithfully,  if  ignorantly,  followed. 

We  thus  not  only  obtain  an  answer 
to  the  great  question  which  has  long 
troubled  those  who  were  not  satisfied 
with  the  belief  that  the  heathen  must 
perish  eternally;  but  also  to  the  fur- 
ther problem,  Where  can  the  line 
be  intelligibly  drawn  between  those 
who  are  saved  and  those  who  are 
lost?  For  so  fine  are  the  gradations 
between  virtue  and  vice,  between 
belief  and  unbelief, — taking  the  old 
definition  of  these  terms, — that  we 
must  needs  abstain  from  trying  to 
draw  a  reasonable  horizontal  line  of 
the  limit  of  salvation.  But  accord- 
ing to  the  new  view  the  line  is  not 
horizontal  but  vertical.  All  who  are 
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ascending  and  continue  to  ascend 
must  at  last  reach  the  full  light.  All 
who  are  descending,  as  long  as  they 
continue  to  descend,  plunge  them- 
selves deeper  and  deeper  into  the 
outer  darkness. 

We  still  must  take  one  further  step 
to  connect  these  views  of  the  univer- 
sality of  God's  love  with  the  main 
principle  of  the  Gospel  of  Love. 
St.  John  teaches  us  that  ''He  that 
loveth  not,  knoweth  not  God ;  for  God 
is  Love"  (ist  John,  iv:  8) ;  and  again, 
'' God  is  Love;  and  he  that  abideth  in 
love  abideth  in  God,  and  God  abideth 
in  him"  (ibid.,  i6).  In  other  words, 
if  we  have  not  love,  we  have  not 
God;  if  we  have  love,  we  have  God. 
Therefore  not  only  is  God  love,  but 
love  is  God.  Love  is  the  indivisible 
essence  or  substance  of  God.  Where- 
ever,  then,  there  is  love  in  its  true 
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sense  of  the  unselfish  desire  to  bless 
or  to  do  good,  there  is  God.  It  is 
then  evident  that  God  is  working  far 
beyond  the  limits  of  Christendom; 
is,  indeed,  the  life  of  the  whole 
world. 

Again,  the  true  light  is  God,  and 
God  is  Love.  Therefore  the  dim- 
mest rays  of  light  which  reach  the 
most  ignorant  savage  are  rays  of 
love.  The  call  is  ever  to  some 
act  of  unselfishness  for  the  benefit 
of  another;  and  thus  even  in  its 
feeblest  manifestation  the  spirit  of 
love  is  ever  working  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  kingdom  of  love, 
which  is  the  true  and  necessary  out- 
come of  the  Gospel  of  Love.  And 
this  obedience  to  the  spirit  of  love  is 
the  cooperation  with  Christ,  which 
is  necessary  to  enable  Him  to  heal  the 
disease;  the  faith  whereby  the  moral 
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leper  can  receive  the  healing  efficacy 
which  will  at  last  make  him  per- 
fectly clean. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE  OLD  AND  THE  NEW. 

And  I  heard  a  great  voice  out  of  the  Throne  say- 
ing. Behold  the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men, 
and  He  shall  dwell  with  them,  and  they  shall 
he  His  peoples,  and  God  Himself  shall  he  with 
them,  and  he  their  God. — Rev.,  xxi  :  3. 

T^HESE  views,  I  feel  sure,  will 
-■■  be  most  acceptable  to  a  multi- 
tude of  simple  Christians.  But  they 
will  meet  with  bitter  opposition  from 
many;  on  the  plea  that  they  are  not 
orthodox;  that  they  are  not  in  agree- 
ment with  what  has  long  been  be- 
lieved to  be  the  Gospel.  Although 
I  have  referred  briefly  to  this  point 
already,  it  is  a  matter  of  so  much  im- 
portance that  it  is  desirable  to  ex- 
amine it  more  fully. 
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The  common  idea  of  the  Gospel 
has  been  that  God  was  angry  with 
His  people  on  account  of  their  sins. 
This  was  expressed  under  different 
figures.  In  old  times  burning  wrath, 
indignation,  even  fury,  were  common- 
ly attributed  to  the  Father.  As  people 
realized  that  such  terms  were  not 
consistent  with  the  character  of  God 
revealed  in  Scripture,  the  notion  of  a 
debt  which  must  be  paid  was  intro- 
duced, or  the  idea  that,  as  God  had 
said  that  the  soul  that  sinneth  must 
surely  die,  He  must  exact  the  penalty. 
As  on  these  terms  no  man  could  escape 
eternal  death,  it  was  believed  that  the 
second  person  in  the  Trinity,  the  Son 
or  the  Word,  came  down  from  heaven 
and  took  upon  Him  our  flesh,  that 
He  might  suffer  and  die  in  the  sinner's 
place;  that  He  might  receive  all 
the  arrows  of  the  Father's  wrath; 
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that  He  might  pay  man's  debt;  or 
that  He  might  satisfy  the  Father's 
justice. 

In  the  second  article  ''Of  the  Word 
or  Son  of  God  which  was  made 
very  man"  the  Church  of  England 
says,  ''Who  truly  suffered,  was  cruci- 
fied, dead  and  buried,  to  reconcile  His 
Father  to  us,  and  to  be  a  sacrifice, 
not  only  for  original  guilt,  but  also 
for  all  actual  sins  of  men." 

In  many  of  the  prayers  in  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer  the  same 
theory  of  the  Atonement  is  evident. 
The  doctrine  of  the  Sacrifice  of  the 
Mass  in  the  Church  of  Rome  is 
based  upon  it,  as  is  so  much  of  the 
practice  of  the  High  Church  party 
in  the  Church  of  England. 

Amongst  the  so-called  Evangelical 
party  it  is  the  most  important  of  all 
doctrines.  They  hold  that  if  a  sinner 
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really  believes  that  Christ  died  for 
him,  and  if  he  accepts  that  sacrifice 
as  an  atonement  for  his  sins,  they  are 
actually  blotted  out  and  done  away 
with ;  he  is  clothed  in  the  spotless  robe 
of  Christ's  righteousness,  and  will  be 
received  into  everlasting  happiness 
in  heaven.  But  all  who  do  not  believe 
in  and  accept  Christ's  sacrifice  have 
no  part  in  it,  and  are  still  under  the 
wrath  of  God. 

In  contrast  to  this,  let  me  restate 
the  new  theology: 

The  essence  of  the  Godhead,  the 
Father,  is  unchangeable  love.  He  is 
not  angry  with  His  people,  nor  does 
He  punish  them,  but  sin  is  a  deadly 
disease,  necessarily  involving  its  own 
punishment,  which  is,  in  truth,  turn- 
ing away  from  God,  who  is  happiness, 
into  misery.  God's  service  is  perfect 
freedom,  so  sin  is  bondage  and  slavery. 
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As  when  the  earth  turns  from  the 
sun  we  have  darkness;  as  when,  in 
winter,  the  part  of  the  globe  which 
turns  obhquely  away  for  a  long  time 
is  cold,  while  the  sun  itself  changes 
not,  but  is  always  pouring  out  the 
same  light  and  heat;  so  the  sinner 
turning  away  from  God  is  in  cold  and 
darkness,  the  coldness  of  lovelessness 
the  darkness  of  ignorance.  But  God, 
'^the  Father  of  Light,  with  Whom  can 
be  no  variation,  neither  shadow  that 
is  cast  by  turning"  (St.  James,  i:  17), 
is  ever  the  same,  ever  desires  to  recall 
the  sinner  to  the  light  and  warmth  of 
His  presence. 

He  came  down,  in  the  person  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  not  in  any  way  to 
satisfy  or  change  Himself,  for  He  is 
love  unchangeable,  but  to  win  back 
the  world  to  love  and  happiness.  The 
Mission  of  Christ  was  not  to  inter- 
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pose  between  the  Father  and  man,  and 
to  conceal  his  sinfulness  beneath  His 
own  righteousness,  but  to  heal,  and 
so  to  remove,  the  sin  itself,  and  to 
make  the  sinner  pure  and  clean  from 
within  outwards. 

I  dare  to  teach  this,  as  God's  true 
Message;  as  the  real  Gospel;  in  the 
face  of  the  opinions  of  the  great 
Churches ;  in  the  face  of  the  many  texts 
of  Scripture  which  the  upholders  of 
the  other  view  are  ready  to  bring  for- 
ward, because  I  believe  in  the  New 
Dispensation,  because  I  beheve  that 
Christ  has  come  to  reveal  the  true  spir- 
itual meaning  of  the  Word,  and  that 
all  who  will  receive  Him,  owe  their 
hearty  allegiance  to  Him,  and  are  no 
longer  bound  by  the  mistaken  views 
of  persons  who  had  not  the  privilege 
of  the  same  glorious  light. 

The  older  view  is  manifestly  erron- 
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eous,  because  it  does  not  provide  for 
cleansing  the  sinner  from  his  sin,  but 
imparts  to  him  a  righteousness  which 
is  not  really  his  own. 

In  'v\Titing  thus  I  am  well  aware  that 
there  are  many  who  are  indeed  chil- 
dren of  the  New  Dispensation  who 
would  not  be  satisfied  with  anything 
less  than  a  real  cleansing;  who,  seeing 
God  as  He  is,  are  becoming  like  Him, 
and  strive  to  purify  themselves,  even 
as  He  is  pure;  who  yet  think  them- 
selves perfectly  loyal  to  the  older 
Churches ;  who  strive  to  put  the  new 
wine  into  the  old  bottles ;  and  to  over- 
look or  explain  away  the  statements 
which  seem  incompatible  with  the 
new  truth. 

But  I  write  for  those  who  cannot  do 

this;    for  those  who  take  the  word  of 

prayer  and  article  in  their  plain,  literal 

sense,  and  are  distressed  at  their  oppo- 
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sition  to  doctrines  which  they  feel  to 
be  true. 

The  fruit  of  the  older  view — which, 
however,  is  itself  a  perversion  of  the 
oldest,  that  is,  of  the  Gospel  as  Christ 
delivered  it — has  not  been  the  subju- 
gation of  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  to 
the  kingdom  of  love.  In  fact,  instead 
of  shewing  love  to  be  the  fulfilment  of 
both  the  law  and  the  Gospel,  it  has 
insisted  on  an  often  barren  faith.  Too 
often  it  has  produced  that  greatest 
stumbling-block  to  the  spread  of  re- 
ligion, the  hypocrite,  who  often  de- 
ceives himself  as  well  as  others;  the 
man  who  is  most  scrupulous  in  all  cere- 
monial observances — rigid  in  keep- 
ing the  "  Sabbath,"  constant  in  attend- 
ance at  church  or  chapel;  the  man 
who  thinks  that  he  is  already  saved, 
because  he  believes  that  Christ  has 
died  for  him,  but  who  yet  is  stern, 
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hard  and  cold  to  others;  ready  to 
condemn  their  weaknesses,  yet  taking 
advantage  of  all  points  which  make 
for  his  own  interest;  sharp  and  keen 
in  business  transactions,  even  making 
use  of  methods  which  more  worldly 
men  look  upon  as  dishonest. 

Then,  again,  it  involves  the  con- 
tradiction of  that  most  essential  doc- 
trine, the  Unity  of  God,  which  is  so 
continually  declared  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, and  which  Christ  Himself 
endorses  when  He  says  to  the  lawyer 
who  asked  Him,  Which  is  the  first 
commandment?  '^The  first  is  Hear 
O  Israel;  The  Lord  our  God,  the 
Lord  is  one"  (St.  Mark,  xii :  29);  for 
while  it  insists  that  Christ  is  God, 
"very  God,  of  very  God,"  it  repre- 
sents the  Father  as  so  different  in  char- 
acter from  the  Son  that  the  sense  of 
unity  is  destroyed.  Now,  can  we  say 
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that  the  Father  who  cannot  pardon 
man  without  sacrifice,  without  full  sat- 
isfaction, and  the  Son  who  is  ready- 
to  pardon,  and  offers  Himself  as  the 
availing  sacrifice  to  satisfy  the  Father's 
justice,  are  one  and  the  same  God, 
so  that  "he  that  hath  seen  Me  hath 
seen  the  Father"  (St.  John,  xivig)? 
Surely,  in  this  view  it  is  the  Son  who 
is  essentially  love,  while  justice  is  the 
dominant  principle  in  the  Father. 

But  as  we  may  imagine  a  man  who, 
reading  of  the  troubles  of  another, 
sympathizes  with  him,  prays  for  him, 
tries  to  exercise  a  mental  telepathy 
upon  him,  in  vain ;  until  he  goes  to  see 
him,  win  his  affections,  speaks  to  him, 
pleads  with  him,  but  who  in  both 
methods  of  influence  is  still  one  per- 
son; so  God  the  Father,  who  loves 
man  and  who  comes  in  the  person  of 
Christ  to  reveal  Himself  to  man,  and 
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to  reconcile  him  with  Himself,  and 
who  still  conveys  the  sam.e  message, 
both  by  direct  spiritual  influence  and 
also  through  His  messengers  and  ser- 
vants, is  clearly  One  God. 

We  are  several  times  told  that 
Christ  preached  the  Gospel.  But  in 
the  records  of  the  Four  Evangelists, 
which  the  Church  has  always  called 
''The  Gospel,"  there  is  no  indication 
that  He  had  come  to  reconcile  an 
offended  Father  to  His  erring  chil- 
dren, while  He  frequently  speaks  of 
the  Father's  love,  and  encourages  us 
to  think  of  the  Heavenly  Father  by 
what  we  know  of  the  best  and  kindest 
earthly  father,  only  as  infinitely  better, 
kinder,  and  more  forgiving  than  that 
best  earthly  father  could  be. 

It  would  be  strange  if  the  Gospel 
according  to  the  Four  Evangelists, 
even  that  according  to  St.  John, — 
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who,  of  all  the  Apostles,  understood 
most  clearly  the  spirit  of  his  Master, — 
should  overlook  the  most  important 
point  of  the  whole  Gospel,  and  leave 
it  to  be  recorded  only  in  certain  pas- 
sages of  St.  Paul's  writings,  which 
themselves,  in  the  light  of  the  New 
Dispensation,  are  found  not  to  be 
inconsistent  w^ith  the  Gospel  of  Love, 
while  other  and  clearer  passages  of 
the  same  \\Titings  are  completely  in 
accordance  with  it. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

THE  FRUITS  OF  THE  GOSPEL  OF  LOVE. 

Therefore  by  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them. 
Not  every  one  that  saith  unto  Me,  Lord,  Lord, 
shall  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  but  he 
that  doeth  the  will  of  My  Father  which  is  in 
Heaven. — St.  Matt.,  vii  :  20,  21. 

THE  fruit  of  the  older  view  of  the 
Gospel  was  supposed  to  be  the 
salvation  of  those  who  believed  it. 
They  would  be  plucked  as  brands  out 
of  the  burning,  while  all  who  did  not 
accept  this  salvation  would  perish 
everlastingly ;  would  be  cast  into  end- 
less torments,  to  satisfy  the  wrath 
of  God.  Even  Christ  Himself  would 
have  changed  towards  them.  The 
love  and  mercy,  spoken  of  as  infinite, 
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would  have  been  exhausted,  and  He 
would  delight  in  their  sufferings! 

We  cannot  expect  men  to  rise  higher 
than  the  God  in  whom  they  believe. 
Most  of  those  who  held  this  doctrine 
were  content  if  they  could  save  their 
own  souls,  and  looked  with  compla- 
cency upon  the  vast  multitude  who 
were  not  saved. 

Again,  as  the  salvation  of  the  soul 
was  the  great  aim  of  the  Gospel,  and 
that  was  to  be  ensured  by  faith  alone 
in  the  Saviour's  finished  work,  good 
works  were  unnecessary,  if  not  abso- 
lutely dangerous. 

If  there  were  many  suffering  griev- 
ous poverty,  it  was  supposed  to  be 
God's  will  that  they  should  suffer. 
Almsgiving  indeed  was  pleasing  in 
His  sight,  but  to  try  to  change  their 
condition  would  be  to  fight  against  His 
ordinance.     And  so  for  centuries  there 
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was  little  improvement  in  the  general 
conditions  of  human  life. 

When,  however,  the  New  Dispen- 
sation began,  a  new  tide  of  life  flowed 
into  the  world,  not  at  first  making 
much  alteration  in  opinion,  but  mar- 
vellously quickening  zeal  and  energy. 
Men  received  the  impulse,  and  acted 
upon  it  according  to  their  own  dis- 
positions and  natural  tendencies. 
The  grand  work  of  the  Wesleys,  the 
enormous  quickening  of  missionary 
enterprise,  the  formation  of  the  Bible 
Society,  the  High  Church  movement, 
the  Salvation  Army,  and  many  other 
m.ovements,  differing  widely  in  their 
m.ethods  and  ideas,  all  owe  their 
existence  to  the  influx  of  the  new 
life. 

But  when  the  new  truth  becomes 
better  understood,  and  enters  more 
deeply  into   the  currents  of   human 
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life,  a  greater  and  more  far-reaching 
change  than  any  of  these  will  begin. 
When  men  thought  that  God 
worked  for  His  own  glory,  His  own 
pleasure.  His  own  sense  of  justice, 
they  could  have  no  adequate  con- 
ception of  true  love,  of  perfect  unself- 
ishness. The  salvation  of  their  own 
souls  was  recognized  as  the  proper  end 
of  all  religion,  and  Christ's  often- 
repeated  saying,  recorded,  with  slight 
variations,  by  all  the  Evangelists, 
"For  whosoever  would  save  his  life 
(or  soul)  shall  lose  it :  and  whosoever 
shall  lose  his  life  for  my  sake  shall 
find  it"  (St.  Matt.,  xvi :  25.  See  also 
St.  Matt.,  X  :  39;  St.  Mark,  viii:35; 
St.  Luke,  ix :  24  and  xvii:33;  St. 
John,  xii :  25),  was  taken  to  imply 
that  we  must  be  prepared  to  give  up 
this  earthly  life  in  order  to  gain  eternal 
life. 
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But  when  we  learn  to  see  God  as  He 
is,  when  we  enter  into  the  great  truth 
that  "God  is  Love,"  and  understand 
that  He  created  man  that  He  might 
bless  him,  that  He  might  endow  him 
with  eternal  happiness ;  when  we  com- 
prehend that  all  His  dealings  with  us 
in  this  life  are  directed  to  this  one  end ; 
when  we  recognize  that  the  absolutely 
unselfish  life  of  Christ  is  the  true  reve- 
lation to  us  of  the  character  of  the 
Eternal  Father,  then  we  shall  discover 
that  these  sayings  are  to  be  taken 
literally;  that  the  less  we  think  of  our 
own  souls,  of  our  own  salvation,  while 
we  concentrate  our  efforts  and  desires 
on  doing  good  to  our  fellow-men,  and 
so  on  furthering  the  Kingdom  of  God, 
the  safer  those  souls  will  be  and  the 
more  we  shall  become  like  God. 

This  is  plainly  the  teaching  of  St. 
Paul  when  he  writes  to  thePhilippians : 
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*^If  there  is  therefore  any  comfort  in 
Christ,  if  any  consolation  of  love,  if 
any  fellowship  of  the  Spirit,  if  any 
tender  mercies  and  compassions,  fulfil 
ye  my  joy,  that  ye  be  of  the  same 
mind,  having  the  same  love,  being  of 
one  accord,  of  one  mind ;  doing  noth- 
ing through  faction  or  through  vain- 
glory, but  in  lowliness  of  mind,  each 
counting  others  better  than  himself; 
not  looking  each  of  you  to  his  own 
things,  but  each  of  you  also  to  the 
things  of  others.  Have  this  mind  in 
you  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus: 
Who  being  in  the  form  of  God, 
counted  it  not  a  prize  [or  "a,  thing  to 
be  grasped"]  to  be  on  an  equality 
with  God,  but  emptied  Himself,  tak- 
ing the  form  of  a  servant,  being 
made  in  the  likeness  of  men;  and 
being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  He 
humbled  himself,  becoming  obedient 
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unto  death,  yea,  the  death  of  the 
Cross.  Wherefore  also  God  highly 
exalted  Him,  and  gave  unto  Him  the 
Name  which  is  above  every  name; 
that  at  the  Name  of  Jesus  every  knee 
should  bow,  of  things  in  heaven  and 
things  on  earth,  and  things  under  the 
earth,  and  that  every  tongue  should 
confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to 
the  Glory  of  God  the  Father"  (Phil., 
ii :  i-i  I ) .  There  is  here  no  exhortation 
to  save  themselves  or  their  own  souls, 
but  the  strongest  and  most  earnest 
pleading  for  unselfish  love ;  for  a  real 
consideration  for  the  needs  and  welfare 
of  others.  This  was  the  mind,  the 
disposition  or  object  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  therefore  it  should  be  the  mind,  or 
motive  power,  of  all  His  followers. 
For  although  there  was  held  out  be- 
fore His  human  nature  the  possi- 
bility of  becoming  equal  with  God, 
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He  did  not  consider  this  as  a  prize  or 
end  to  be  grasped  at,  but  emptied 
Himself  of  all  His  glory  and  humbled 
Himself,  even  to  the  death  of  the  Cross, 
that  He  might  save  mankind  and 
win  them  to  eternal  happiness.  This 
work  He  accomplished ;  but  God  gave 
Him  in  addition  the  exaltation  which 
He  had  set  aside  in  order  to  pursue 
His  object  of  mercy. 

This,  then,  is  the  true  Christian 
spirit ;  this  is  the  first  fruit  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  Love. 

God  first  loved  us — therefore  His 
faithful  children  try  to  be  like  Him,  in 
loving  one  another.  This  love  has 
its  degrees;  for  no  one  can  at  once 
attain  to  a  real  love  for  all  mankind. 
First  we  learn  to  love  our  parents  and 
the  members  of  our  own  family.  If 
we  learn  this  lesson  aright,  casting  out 
selfishness  and  trying  to  bless  them 
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and  make  them  happy,  we  shall  be 
prepared  to  go  further.  Our  hearts 
expand  to  take  in  continually  wider 
and  wider  loves.  This  true  love  is  like 
fire — the  more  it  spreads  and  the  more 
fuel  it  reaches,  the  hotter  it  grows. 
He  in  whom  a  genuine  love  has  become 
world-wide  does  not  forget  or  neglect 
his  home  ties,  but  loves  them  the 
more  deeply ;  as  Christ  when  prepared 
to  die  for  mankind,  and  when  weep- 
ing over  Jerusalem,  wept  too  in  sympa- 
thy with  Mary  and  Martha,  and  while 
hanging  on  the  Cross  was  able  to  take 
thought  for  His  mother  and  for  His 
beloved  disciple. 

The  highest  work  of  love  is  without 
doubt  to  save  and  purify  men's  souls. 
But  Christ  Himself  began  His  work 
by  ministering  to  their  bodily  needs. 
When  John  the  Baptist  sent  from  his 
prison  two  of  his  disciples  to  ask  Jesus, 
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^^  Art  thou  He  that  cometh,  or  look  we 

for  another  ?  Jesus  answered  and  said 
unto  them,  Go  your  way  and  tell  John 
the  things  which  ye  do  hear  and  see: 
the  blind  receive  their  sight,  and  the 
lame  walk,  the  lepers  are  cleansed, 
and  the  deaf  hear,  and  the  dead  are 
raised  up,  and  the  poor  have  good 
tidings  preached  unto  them"  (St. 
Matt.,  xi:  2-5). 

The  chief  work  of  the  new  age  will 
be  to  discover  the  cause  of  human  mis- 
ery, in  order  that  it  may  be  set  right  as  a 
great  means  towards  the  regeneration 
of  mankind.  There  are  already  nu- 
m.erous  agencies  for  relieving  suffer- 
ing. It  is  v/onderful  in  what  a  whole- 
hearted and  self-denying  way  people 
are  devoting  themselves  to  laborious, 
perilous,  and  most  distasteful  work, 
in  order  to  remedy  the  worst  cases  of 
distress.  But  all  seem  insufficient. 
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We  are  constantly  told  that  poverty 
and  misery  are  increasing;  that  all 
that  is  done  only  touches  the  fringe  of 
the  evil;  and  in  some  cases  at  least 
even  aggravates  it,  by  pauperizing  the 
recipients  of  its  bounty. 

The  problem  which  so  few  reform- 
ers seem  yet  to  take  to  heart  (or  is  it 
that  it  is  so  serious  that  they  are  afraid 
to  meddle  with  it  ?)  is,  What  is  the  in- 
justice which  is  at  the  root  of  the  evil  ? 
There  can  be  no  question  but  that 
the  almighty  and  all-loving  Father 
provides  abundantly  for  the  needs 
of  all  His  children.  But  almost,  if 
not  altogether,  from  the  earliest  times 
of  which  we  have  any  record  human 
selfishness  has  striven  to  divert  to  its 
own  use  too  large  a  share  of  these  good 
things.  Strength  and  cunning  have 
been  exercised  to  get  the  upper  hand 
and  to  obtain  dominion  over  those  who 
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were  physically  or  mentally  weaker. 
And  the  evil  has  ever  grown  worse, 
more  wide-spread,  more  deeply  rooted. 
Men  have  declared  that  these  inequal- 
ities were  God's  will,  and  must  not  be 
interfered  with. 

It  is  true,  as  Pope  says : 

"Order  is  heaven's  first  law;  and  this  con- 
fessed, 
Some  are  and  must  be  greater  than  the  rest." 

But  Christ  lays  down  very  plainly  the 
principle  and  object  of  true  greatness, 
saying:  ^^Ye  know  that  the  rulers  of 
the  Gentiles  lord  it  over  them,  and 
their  great  ones  exercise  authority  over 
them.  Not  so  shall  it  be  among  you : 
but  whosoever  would  become  great 
among  you  shall  be  your  minister  [i.  e., 
servant] ;  and  whosoever  would  be  first 
among  you  shall  be  your  servant; 
[bond-servant  or  slave];  even  as  the 
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Son  of  Man  came  not  to  be  ministered 
unto,  but  to  minister,  and  to  give  His 
Life  a  ransom  for  many"  (St.  Matt., 
XX  :  25-28).  God  gave  superior  wis- 
dom and  strength  to  some  persons, 
that  they  might  use  them  for  the 
guidance  and  the  furtherance  of  the 
welfare  of  their  weaker  brethren.  But 
they  have  used  their  advantages  for 
their  own  aggrandizement;  and  from 
this  evil  root,  all  the  sufferings  of 
earth  have  sprung. 

Selfishness  was  the  cause  of  the  evil ; 
love  must  be  its  antidote.  But  true 
love  will  not  seek  only  to  apply  the 
salve  of  charity  to  the  open  wounds  of 
the  evil,  but  to  discover  the  seat  of  the 
disease,  that  it  may  heal  it  thoroughly; 
to  find  the  unjust  practices  whereby 
the  strong  have  been  able  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  weak;  the  instrument 
wherewith  they  have  brought  them 
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into  subjection.  And  this  is  in  exact 
agreement  with  the  work  of  God. 
While  men  beHeved  that  the  salvation 
brought  by  Christ  was  merely  a 
mitigation  of  the  sins  of  mankind, 
a  cure  applied  here  and  there  to 
the  sufferings  of  some  out  of  many 
sinners,  it  was  natural  that  the  chari- 
table should  try  to  do  good  here  and 
there,  and  to  alleviate  the  worst  cases 
of  suffering  with  which  they  came  in 
contact.  But  when  we  see  that  the 
true  scope  of  God's  work,  through 
Christ,  is  the  taking  away  the  sin  of 
the  world,  the  actual  cure  of  the  disease 
itself,  we  recognize  that  the  work  laid 
upon  Christians  is  to  find  out  and  re- 
move the  unjust  conditions  which  are 
at  the  root  of  the  misery  of  the  world ; 
and  to  do,  upon  the  natural  plane  of 
this  world,  what  He  is  doing  upon 
the  spiritual  plane  of  the  soul.     So 
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we  may  give  practical  effect  to  the  pe- 
tition, ^'Thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as 
it  is  in  Heaven." 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  time  is  at 
hand  when  the  Churches  will  recog- 
nize that  this  is  their  true  work;  and 
when  they  will  find  that  not  only  will 
they  win  back  the  allegiance  of  the 
masses  who  now  hold  aloof  from  them, 
by  earnestly  working  for  the  setting 
right  of  social  relations,  but  also  that 
they  will  thus,  by  acting  up  to  the 
principles  of  the  brotherhood  of  man, 
lead  mankind  to  recognize  and  appre- 
ciate the  Fatherhood  of  God. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

THE  WARNING  OF  THE  PAST. 

O  Jerusalem^  Jerusalem^  which  killeth  the 
Prophets  and  stoneth  them  that  are  sent  unto  her! 
How  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children 
together,  even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  own  brood 
under  her  wings,  and  ye  would  not!  Behold 
your  house  is  left  unto  you  desolate. — St.  Luke, 
xiii  :  34,  35- 

TF  we  study  carefully  the  record  of 
'*'  the  past,  we  shall  find  that  under 
the  influence  of  God's  spirit,  and 
especially  by  the  agency  of  Christian- 
ity, human  nature  has  already  changed 
wonderfully  for  the  better,  and  there- 
fore under  the  influence  of  the  new 
age,  the  culminating  change  should 
come. 

But  the  history  of  the  past  teaches 
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US  that  we  must  not  trust  to  this  in- 
fluence alone.  We  must  do  our  best 
to  receive  and  foster  it.  Think  of 
Christ's  words  when  He  wept  over 
Jerusalem,  saying:  ''If  thou  hadst 
known  in  this  day,  even  thou,  the 
things  which  belong  unto  peace!  but 
now  they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes. 
For  the  days  shall  come  upon  thee 
when  thine  enemies  shall  cast  up  a 
bank  about  thee,  and  compass  thee 
round  and  keep  thee  in  on  every  side, 
and  shall  dash  thee  to  the  ground, 
and  thy  children  within  thee;  and 
they  shall  not  leave  in  thee  one  stone 
upon  another;  because  thou  knewest 
not  the  time  of  thy  visitation"  (St. 
Luke,  xix:  42-44). 

This  is  the  time  of  our  visitation. 

The  Lord    has    come    with    mighty 

power,  with  marvellous  light,  if  we  will 

use  them  as  we  should.     But  when  He 

103 


THE  GOSPEL  OF  LOVE 

came  the  first  time,  the  leaders  of  the 
Jews  were  so  engrossed  in  their  efforts 
to  gain  power  and  supremacy;  the 
Scribes  and  Pharisees  were  so  much 
occupied  with  discussions  about  friv- 
olous matters  of  ceremonial  and  min- 
ute observances, — as  He  said,  "Ye 
tithe  mint,  and  anise,  and  cummin, 
and  have  left  undone  the  weightier 
matters  of  the  law,  judgment,  and 
mercy,  and  faith:  but  these  ye  ought 
to  have  done,  and  not  to  have  left  the 
other  undone"  (St.  Matt.,  xxiii :  23), 
— that  they  had  no  eyes  to  behold 
the  glory  of  His  message — so  they  re- 
jected Him,  and  lost  their  opportunity. 
There  is,  then,  a  reasonable  ground 
of  alarm  when  we  find  the  Churches 
and  sects  quarrelling  among  them- 
selves, each  seeking  the  supremacy, 
and  bestowing  time  and  attention 
upon  their  own  advancement,  instead 
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of  devoting  their  attention  to  love, 
and  mercy  and  justice;  when  we  see 
our  own  Church  divided  by  questions 
of  ceremonial;  when  such  a  mighty 
party  turns  "  back  again  to  the  weak 
and  beggarly  rudiments"  (Gal.,  iv:  9) 
of  vestments,  position,  and  ceremonies, 
which  are  utterly  unw^orthy  of  those 
who  should  have  entered  into  the 
glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God: 
of  sons  who  know  and  sympathize 
with  the  true  object  of  their  Father — 
the  only  worthy  object,  of  cleansing 
the  world  from  injustice,  and  so 
making  it  a  true  reflection  of  heaven. 
Can  these  persons  contemplate  with 
satisfaction  an  eternity  of  ceremonial 
worship  as  the  Heaven  of  their  hopes  ? 
an  eternity  of  bowing  and  adoration, 
of  abject  submission  to  an  Infinite 
King  ?  The  very  grandeur  of  the  wor- 
ship would  be  a  bar  to  the  realization 
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of  filial  love — the  chief  prize  of  heaven. 
There  have  been  great  and  saintly 
men  whose  efforts  for  the  good  of  their 
fellows  have  somehow  required  ex- 
pression along  these  lines,  as  there 
have  been  saintly  and  devoted  men 
who  have  found  a  vent  for  their  devo- 
tional feelings  in  the  peculiar  methods 
of  the  Salvation  Army.  There  have 
been  saintly  men  in  all  sects  and 
Churches.  But  if  so,  saintliness  has 
plainly  been  independent  of  the  forms 
and  modes  which  have  accompanied 
it.  These  externals  are  not  worth 
fighting  about.  Oh,  how  sad  and 
bitter  a  thing  it  will  be  if  we,  in  this 
the  time  of  our  visitation,  are  so  much 
occupied  in  our  strife  and  contention 
about  forms  and  methods  of  working 
that  we  leave  the  work  itself  undone; 
if  we  fail  to  interpret  this  time,  and 
to  make  use  of  the  divine  tide  which, 
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rightly  used,  would  lead  to  the  regen- 
eration of  the  world!  Individually, 
our  lives  are  so  short  that  we  cannot 
afford  to  make  mistakes.  Our  useful- 
ness, and  therefore  our  happiness, 
depends  upon  our  continually  choos- 
ing the  right  course.  And  the  welfare 
of  the  whole  depends  upon  the  welfare 
of  its  constituent  units.  All  reforms 
must  come  from  within.  ''For  since 
by  man  came  death,  by  man  came  also 
the  resurrection  of  the  dead"  (i  Cor., 
xv:2i);  that  is,  men  will  say,  by 
the  Man — Christ  Jesus!  Very  true. 
But  He  works  in  the  hearts  of  men; 
and  only  as  they  obey  Him  are  they 
raised  from  the  dead,  the  real  death, 
the  death  of  trespasses  and  sins; 
and  as  the  mass  of  men  obey  Him, 
so  the  world  will  be  raised  from  its 
present  state  of  death  and  corruption 
to  the  glorious  Hfe  of  righteousness. 
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It  is  strange  how  few  seem  to  under- 
stand the  great  saying  of  Christ  after 
His  resurrection:  ^^ Jesus  therefore 
said  unto  them  again  Peace  be  unto 
you ;  as  the  Father  hath  sent  Me,  even 
so  send  I  you.  And  when  He  had  said 
this  He  breathed  on  them,  and  saith 
unto  them,  Receive  ye  the  Holy 
Ghost:  whosesoever  sins  ye  forgive, 
they  are  forgiven  unto  them;  whose- 
soever sins  ye  retain,  they  are  re- 
tained" (St.  John,  XX  :  21-23). 

The  great  Churches  seem  to  beheve 
that  these  words  were  spoken  to  the 
Apostles  and  conveyed  some  special 
gift  of  standing  between  the  sinner  and 
the  punishment  of  his  sin — a  power 
which  I  have  tried  to  show  in  a  pre- 
vious chapter  (chapter  11),  would  be  so 
disastrous  that  it  is  impossible  that 
Christ  should  have  given  it  to  any 
man;  nay,  God  Himself  does  not 
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exercise  it.  This  power,  they  declare, 
has  been  passed  on  from  age  to  age 
through  the  historic  episcopate,  by- 
virtue  of  their  Apostohc  Succession, 
to  all  duly  ordained  priests  of  the 
Church.  Those  who  do  not  admit 
this  succession  say  that  it  was  a  power 
limited  to  the  Apostles.  But  both 
sides  overlook  the  fact  that  it  was  not 
committed  to  the  Apostles  alone,  but 
to  the  Disciples,  to  the  whole  Church 
— men,  women,  and  children.  To 
them,  to  all  believers,  in  the  widest 
sense  of  the  word,  Christ  committed 
the  great  work  for  which  His  Father 
had  sent  Him.  And  it  was  not  pun- 
ishment that  they  were  to  remit,  but 
sin ;  sin,  the  disease  itself  under  which 
humanity  groans  and  suffers.  He 
conveyed  to  them  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  through  which,  as  He  says  in 
St.  Matthew,  ^^Lolamwith  you  alway, 
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even  unto  the  end  of  the  world"  (St. 
Matt.,  xxviii :  20) ;  and  in  that  strength 
He  bids  them  heal,  cast  out  or  put 
away,  the  sins  of  the  world.  To 
every  one  of  us  this  commission  comes, 
but  there  is  only  one  way  in  which  we 
can  exercise  it,  and  that  is  by  first 
overcoming  sin  in  ourselves,  as  Christ 
Himself  has  taught  us.  "How  wilt 
thou  say  to  thy  brother.  Let  me  cast 
out  the  mote  out  of  thine  eye,  and  lo, 
the  beam  is  in  thine  own  eye  ?  Thou 
hypocrite,  cast  out  first  the  beam  out 
of  thine  own  eye ;  then  shalt  thou  see 
clearly  to  cast  out  the  mote  out  of  thy 
brother's  eye"  (St.  Matt.,  vii:  4,  5). 

If  we,  by  the  powxr  of  a  good  ex- 
ample, by  living  the  life  which  is 
Christ  in  us — if  we  lead  others  to 
forsake  their  sin,  and  help  them  too 
to  live  the  life  of  Christ  which  is  in 
them,  we  have  remitted  their  sins. 
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But  if  we  fail  in  this,  then,  as  far  as 
it  depends  upon  us,  their  sin  is  re- 
tained. 

The  work  of  the  Church  as  a  cor- 
porate body,  in  these  days,  is  twofold : 
First,  to  strive  earnestly  to  change 
the  human  nature  of  her  members  by 
turning  them  from  selfishness,  which 
is  the  true  Old  Adam,  the  source  of 
all  evils  of  every  kind,  to  love,  which 
is  God;  which  is  the  life  of  Christ 
embodied  in  us  all,  which  must  be  the 
cure  of  all  spiritual  disease,  the  purify- 
ing fire  burning  away  all  sin. 

And,  secondly,  to  seek  out  diligently 
the  true  root  of  human  misery,  the 
primitive  injustice  or  iniquity,  in 
which  oppression  and  tyranny  have 
entrenched  themselves,  that  she  may 
denounce  it  with  no  uncertain  voice, 
and  stand  plainly  on  God's  side,  on 
the  side  of  judgment,  mercy,  and 
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faith,  against  all  inhumanity,  all 
privilege  which  is  not  due  to  services 
rendered  to  mankind,  all  so-called 
''rights"  which  are  vested  in  injustices 
— that  she  may  use  aright  the  quick- 
ened love  of  her  members. 

To  the  Church  now,  as  never  before, 
do  the  words  of  the  Prophet  appeal: 
''Arise,  shine,  for  thy  light  has  come, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon 
thee.  For  behold  darkness  shall  cover 
the  earth,  and  gross  darkness  the 
peoples :  but  the  Lord  shall  rise  upon 
thee,  and  his  glory  shall  be  seen  upon 
thee"  (Isaiah,  lx:i,  2).  That  the 
light  has  come,  is  evident,  from  the 
quickened  activity  manifested  every- 
where.    But: 

"Life  like  a  dome  of  many  colored  glass 
Stains  the  white  radiance  of  eternity." 

The  sunshine  of  spring,  which  calls  to 
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new  life  all  useful  plants,  quickens  also 
the  growth  of  noxious  ones. 

Oh  that  the  Church  would  earnestly 
interpret  the  time !  Love  is  the  fulfill- 
ing of  the  law.  Love  is  the  spirit  of 
the  Gospel.  Love  alone  brings  us  to 
God  who  is  love,  and  enables  us  to  see 
God  as  He  is.  ''Blessed  are  the  pure 
in  heart,  for  they  shall  see  God"  (St. 
Matt.,  v:8).  What  is  this  but  the 
promise  that  those  whose  hearts  are 
filled  with  love,  undefiled  with  the 
admixture  of  selfishness,  shall  see  Him 
— see  Him  not  at  some  distant  future, 
but  now,  at  once !  As  soon  as  the  eye 
is  single  the  beatific  vision  is  vouch- 
safed. Not  indeed  to  the  fleshly  eye. 
When  Job  said,  "Now  mine  eye  seeth 
Thee"  (Job  xlii,  5),  it  was  not  the 
natural  eye  which  was  miraculously 
opened,  but  the  spiritual  eye,  as  we, 
when  a  thing  becomes  clear  to  our 
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understanding,  habitually  say,  ^'I 
see." 

If  each  one  of  us,  if  the  Church  as 
a  body  would  follow  earnestly  after 
love,  our  duty  would  become  plain; 
we  would  know  what  God  would  have 
us  to  do. 

But  love  is  shewn,  as  Christ  shewed 
it,  in  trying  to  redress  human  wrongs. 
'^He  hath  shewed  thee,  O  man,  what  is 
good ;  and  what  doth  the  Lord  require 
of  thee,  but  to  do  justly,  and  to  love 
mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy 
God?"  (Micah,  vi:8). 

To  do  justly  and  to  love  mercy! 
Where,  while  millions  are  suffering 
from  hunger  and  want,  through  in- 
justice and  the  want  of  mercy,  is  the 
place  for  Christian  men  to  devote 
their  energies  to  form  or  ceremony, 
either  for  or  against  them?  If  only 
any  Church,  resolutely  turning  its 
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back  upon  these  things  and  the  kindred 
strife  for  its  own  aggrandizement, 
would  display  the  mind  of  Christ  in 
really  trying  to  raise  mankind,  it 
would  so  leave  all  others  behind  it  that 
its  true  faithfulness  would  shine  out 
like  a,  beacon  and  men  w^ould  once 
more  see  the  true  beauty  of  Christ's 
religion. 

All  Churches,  all  creeds  and  doc- 
trines, all  forms  of  worship,  simple 
or  ornate,  are  means  to  an  end;  are 
the  scaffolding  necessary  to  help  men 
to  build  the  great  spiritual  Church  of 
Christ.  If  only  all  hearts  were  set 
upon  the  building,  it  would  soon  be 
apparent  if  one  form  of  scaffolding 
were  better  than  another.  Men  would 
see  which  kind,  or  kinds,  helped 
towards  the  best  work  and  kept  the 
builders  most  free  from  danger  of 
accident.  But  if  men  dispute  about 
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the  form  and  structure  of  the  scaf- 
folding, there  is  great  risk  that  the 
actual  building  will  be  forgotten,  the 
end  will  be  overlooked  in  the  dispute 
about  the  means.  It  is  natural  and 
right  that  we  should  prefer  the  Church 
or  school  to  which  we  belong — that  we 
should  work  upon  our  own  scaffolding. 
But  it  is  wrong  that  we  should  pay 
so  much  attention  to  our  neighbour's 
methods  of  work  as  to  divert  our 
minds  from  our  own  building.  This 
is  the  old  error  into  which  even  St.  John 
fell:  ''John  said  unto  Him,  Master, 
we  saw  one  casting  out  devils  in  Thy 
Name;  and  we  forbade  him,  because 
he  followed  not  us.  But  Jesus  said, 
Forbid  him  not:  for  there  is  no  man 
which  shall  do  a  mighty  work  in  My 
Name,  and  be  able  quickly  to  speak 
evil  of  Me"  (St.  Mark,  ix  :  sS,  39). 
If  a  man  is  doing  any  good  work  in 
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the  name  of  Christ, — and  we  must 
remember  here  that  in  Scripture  the 
name  is  more  than  it  is  with  us,  the 
name  of  Christ  is  the  nature  or  spirit 
of  Christ, — if  a  man  is  doing  a  Christ- 
Hke,  a  loving  and  unselfish  work,  the 
spirit  of  Christ  must  be  in  him,  and 
let  us  beware  how  we  condemn  him 
because  he  followeth  not  us! 

I  myself  believe  that  the  threefold 
order  of  the  ministry  is  most  in  accord- 
ance with  Apostolic  traditions.  I  be- 
lieve that,  owing  to  the  careful  pre- 
cautions of  the  Church  in  all  ages,  our 
bishops  have  been  ordained  and  con- 
secrated in  an  unbroken  succession 
since  the  time  of  the  Apostles  them- 
selves. But  when,  on  the  one  hand, 
we  see  unworthy  men,  worldly,  un- 
spiritual,  carnal  men,  who  have  been 
undoubtedly  ordained  in  this  succes- 
sion; and  on  the  other,  men  eminent 
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for  piety  and  every  heavenly  grace, 
even  men  v^hose  work  God  has  mani- 
festly blessed,  because  they  have  been 
allowed  to  turn  many  to  righteousness, 
who  have  not  this  succession,  we  must 
feel  how  far  from  essential  it  is !  how 
God  Himself  has  borne  witness  that 
it  is  by  no  means  indispensable ! 

We  should  be  prepared,  in  this  age 
of  light,  to  know  men  by  their  fruits — 
not  to  trust  to  their  credentials.  It 
is  an  age  of  liberty,  when  we  should 
for  ourselves  '^ Prove  all  things;  hold 
fast  that  which  is  good''  (i  Thess., 
V  :  2i).  As  no  food,  no  matter  how 
scientifically  valuable,  is  of  any  use  to 
our  bodily  health  until  we  have  di- 
gested and  assimilated  it;  so  no  doc- 
trine, coming  no  matter  from  what 
august  authority,  is  of  any  use  to  us 
until  we  have  spiritually  digested  it 
and  made  it  one  of  our  principles  of 
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life  and  action.  It  were  better  to  be 
an  absolute  atheist,  and  to  do  what 
we  think  is  right  and  manful,  than, 
accepting  all  the  creeds,  to  live  without 
Christ  in  the  life,  and  to  sear  our 
conscience  by  continually  disobeying 
them. 

And  the  one  test  is  love.  God  is 
Love,  and  He  created  us  in  His  own 
image  and  after  His  own  likeness 
(Gen.,  i  :  26),  therefore  a  being  made 
for  love  and  capable  of  love.  To 
those  whose  eyes  are  opened  the  Bible 
is  full  of  love,  even  beneath  the  sur- 
face of  the  most  unlikely  passages. 
The  fall  of  man  consisted  in  turning 
from  the  love  of  life,  which  was  God 
Himself,  or  perfect  love,  to  the  tree  of 
the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil, 
which  was  self-reliance,  or  briefly 
self,  and  this  was  darkness  and 
death.  God  has  always  striven,  by 
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blessings  and  happiness,  by  judg- 
ments and  punishments,  by  His  mes- 
sengers, prophets,  and  apostles,  by 
His  ministers,  angels,  and  spirits, 
and  even,  as  in  the  case  of  Job,  by 
devils,  to  lead  men  back  to  the  Tree  of 
Life. 

In  these  days  He  speaks  to  us  by 
His  Son — no  longer  now  the  feeble 
Babe  of  Bethlehem,  but  the  rising 
and  glorious  Sun  of  Righteousness, 
coming  ^'with  healing  in  His  wings" 
(Mai.,  iv  :  2)  for  all  the  evils  of  earth, 
to  bring  in  the  new  time,  the  age  of 
love  and  of  good-fellowship,  of  co- 
operation, of  human  brotherhood. 
The  glorious  change  will  come — but 
Oh  that  we  who  are  His  own  may  re- 
ceive Him,  and  by  strenuous  working 
with  and  for  Him  may  prove  our  right 
to  become  the  children  of  God ! 

St.  Paul  likened  hum.anity  to  a 
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great  body  with  its  members.  Alas! 
to  this  body  now  the  terrible  descrip- 
tion in  the  first  chapter  of  Isaiah  too 
well  applies:  "The  whole  head  is  sick, 
and  the  whole  heart  is  faint.  From  the 
sole  of  the  foot,  even  unto  the  head 
there  is  no  soundness  in  it ;  but  wounds 
and  bruises  and  festering  sores;  they 
have  not  been  closed,  neither  bound 
up,  neither  mollified  with  oil"  (Isa., 
i :  6).  Here  limbs  are  congested 
with  excessive  wealth,  there  others 
are  atrophied  by  want  and  poverty- 
If  only  men  understood  the  great  law 
of  health  in  the  body,  that  every  part 
is  then  in  its  fullest  enjoyment  when 
from  the  brain  itself  down  to  the 
smallest  fibre,  the  most  delicate  nerve, 
each  part  is  working  for  the  common 
good,  and  would  apply  this  truth 
to  the  body  politic!  if  all  worked 
heartily  for   the  common   good,   all 

121 


THE  GOSPEL  OF  LOVE 

for  each  and  each  for  all,  then  the 
tide  of  health  and  happiness  would 
flow  through  mankind. 

Then  even  those  who  now  are  most 
envied  by  their  fellows  would  partake 
in  a  higher  welfare,  a  more  perfect 
happiness  than  they  had  before  even 
imagined;  and  none  by  their  misery 
and  destitution  would  reduce  the  sum 
of  human  happiness.  Then  the  whole 
creation,  which  now  groans  and 
travails  in  pain  together,  would  be 
delivered  from  the  bondage  of  cor- 
ruption into  the  liberty  of  the  glory  of 
the  children  of  God  (see  Rom.,  viii: 
1 8  to  22),  so  that  God's  work  might 
once  more  become  ^Wery  good," 
not  with  the  goodness  of  ignorance, 
the  whiteness  of  snow,  so  easily 
smirched  and  defiled,  but  with  the 
white  heat  of  glowing  love,  consum- 
ing and  repelling  all  defilement,  and 
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this  earth  might  become  a  pattern 
and  reflection  of  Heaven,  a  kingdom 
of  God,  in  which  His  will  was  per- 
fectly and  lovingly  obeyed. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

THE  TRUE  UNITY. 

By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  My 
disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to  another. — St. 
John,  xiii  :  35. 

IT  is  easy  to  find  fault,  and  to  rec- 
ognize when  things  are  wrong. 
But  to  find  a  sufficient  remedy  is  far 
from  easy,  especially  when  the  evil 
has  become  chronic. 

When  people  were  convinced  that 
the  institution  of  slavery  was  wrong 
in  principle,  the  British  abolished  it, 
in  the  West  Indian  Islands  and  else- 
where, paying  compensation  to  the 
slave-owners.  But  after  many  years 
the  evil  consequences  of  the  ancient 
v^ong  remain,  producing  many  diffi- 
culties and  much  distress.  In  the 
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United  States  slavery  was  the  chief 
cause  of  the  terrible  war  between  the 
North  and  the  South,  and  it  was  only 
abolished  after  the  expenditure  of  an 
enormous  amount  of  blood  and  treas- 
ure. But  what  to  do  with  the  emanci- 
pated negroes  is  still  one  of  the 
most  difficult  problems  for  the  United 
States,  and  one  which  yearly  increases 
both  in  urgency  and  in  intricacy. 

Much  more,  therefore,  is  it  a  task 
of  extraordinary  difficulty  to  set  right 
a  state  of  affairs  which  has  been  wrong 
for  thousands  of  years,  which  involves 
so  many  interests,  and  perhaps  is  at 
the  root  of  all  other  social  problems. 
It  was  thought  that  the  introduction 
of  labour-saving  machinery  would 
produce  all  the  necessaries  of  life  so 
cheaply  and  in  such  abundance  that 
no  one  would  be  in  need  of  them,  as 
there  would  be  plenty  for  all. 
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But  what  has  been  the  result? 
Complaints,  on  the  one  side,  of  over- 
production, of  glutted  markets,  of  cut- 
throat competition,  of  reduced  profits, 
of  reduced  wages,  labour  troubles, 
strikes,  and  lockouts.  On  the  other, 
an  increasing  number  of  persons  un- 
able to  procure  the  things  they  ur- 
gently require,  the  very  goods  which 
are  said  to  be  produced  in  excessive 
abundance. 

The  spirit  of  the  new  age  has  been 
productive  of  many  attempts  to  rem- 
edy the  evil.  Carlyle  eulogized  labour, 
and  looked  forward  to  the  awakening 
and  organization  of  labour  as  the 
introduction  of  the  golden  age.  But 
the  results  of  this  organization  have 
hitherto  been  far  from  satisfactory. 
One  branch  of  labour  has  organized 
against  another  equally  necessary 
branch.  Labour,  so  called,  is  con- 
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tending  against  capital,  which  is 
practically  strife  between  the  hands 
and  the  head.  A  well-organized  mi- 
nority is  striving  to  introduce  an  iron 
socialism,  which  would  seriously  affect 
the  happiness  of  the  comparatively 
helpless  majority.  This  organized 
party  itself  is  by  no  means  a  true 
democracy,  but  is  wielded  by  a  few 
leaders,  often  following  their  own 
fancies  and  seeking  their  own  in- 
terest. 

The  advocates,  both  of  free  trade 
and  of  protection,  hoped  that  their 
nostrum  would  bring  in  universal 
prosperity.  Cooperation,  improved 
land  legislation,  bi-metallism,  total 
abstinence  from  intoxicants,  and  other 
schemes,  have  their  ardent  supporters. 
But  none  of  these  things  has  reached 
the  root  of  the  evil;  for  the  ingenuity 
of  selfish  men  has  been  able  to  inter- 
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fere  to  their  own  advantage  with  the 
proper  working  of  all  reforms. 

The  Gospel  of  Love  alone,  by 
changing  human  nature,  can  effect  the 
cure.  Every  one  who  is  won  over,  by 
seeing  God  in  His  perfect  love,  to 
the  genuine  desire  to  overcome  self- 
ishness, and  to  live  and  labour  for 
the  common  good,  is  one  more  recruit 
to  God's  great  army,  and  may  exert  a 
potent  influence  on  others.  The  timxc 
is  coming  when  this  influence  will 
predominate,  and  a  strong  majority, 
strong,  not  only  numerically,  but  be- 
cause they  rely  upon  God's  assistance 
and  know  that  they  are  working  out 
His  purposes,  will  with  all  their  hearts 
labour  to  set  right  all  injustice  and 
to  heal  all  the  sufferings  of  mankind. 

But  these  sufferings  are  the  conse- 
quence of  such  ancient  privileges  and 
vested  interests  that  it  will  need  the 
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most  careful  consideration  how  to 
effect  the  necessary  reforms  as  speed- 
ily as  possible,  and  yet  with  the  least 
possible  suffering  to  those  who  must 
be  deprived  of  privileges  which  they 
have  innocently  inherited  or  have 
acquired  by  means  entirely  in  agree- 
ment with  existing  laws. 

It  seems  certain  that  the  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  a  thorough  reform  will 
be  much  increased  by  the  bad  habit 
of  relying  upon  "charity"  which  has 
been  ingrained  into  such  numbers 
of  people  by  our  former  mistakes. 
The  great  principle  of  love,  the  Christ- 
like principle  of  living  and  labouring 
for  the  common  good,  must  be  com- 
bined wisely  with  measures  which  will 
prevent  the  perpetuation  of  this  evil. 

This  I  conceive  is  the  great  end  of 
Christ's  work  for  this  world — the 
fulfilment  of  His  prayer,  "Thy  will 
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be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven." 
Heaven  is  not  a  place,  where  those 
who  are  admitted  into  it  will  be  by 
external  agency  made  so  happy  that 
all  their  desires  will  be  satisfied,  and 
therefore  they  will  live  at  amity  with 
one  another.  It  is  the  condition  of 
those  who  have  become  so  Godlike, 
that  is,  so  full  of  love,  that  they  live 
to  do  good,  and  find  their  own 
happiness  in  promoting  the  happiness 
and  welfare  of  those  about  them.  In 
proportion  as  men  attain  to  this  con- 
dition in  this  life,  they  even  now  have 
their  citizenship  in  heaven  (Phil., 
iii  :  20). 

Obviously  the  change  must  begin 
with  the  educated  and  well-to-do 
classes.  Intellectually  and  materially 
they  have  been  gainers  by  class  priv- 
ileges, and  they  must  be  ready  to  use 
their  advantages  and  surrender  any- 
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thing  which  they  may  unjustly  possess 
in  order  to  raise  others  to  the  same 
position.  The  blessings  of  poverty, 
contentment  with  their  lot,  and  sub- 
mission to  it  as  having  been  ordained 
by  God's  will,  with  promises  of  future 
compensation,  have  been  preached  to 
the  poor  for  ages,  with,  on  the  whole, 
wonderful  success.  But  a  spirit  of 
inquiry  and  unrest  is  abroad.  Men 
are  questioning  the  old  dogmas,  and 
declaring  that  it  is  not  God's  will  but 
man's  selfishness  which  has  turned  the 
food  which  He  has  provided  for  all 
away  from  the  mouths  which  He  has 
sent  to  consume  it.  The  masses  are 
beginning  to  accept  this  teaching  and 
to  consider  that  they  are  unjustly 
treated.  If  the  classes  maintain  their 
position  and  defend  what  they  con- 
sider their  natural  "rights,"  a  deter- 
mined struggle  must  sooner  or  later 
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occur,  involving  immense  suffering 
and  loss,  and  engendering  very  bitter 
feelings  whichever  side  gains  the  vic- 
tory. But  it  is  now  within  the  power 
of  the  more  favored  class,  by  wise, 
timely,  and  gradual  concessions,  to 
bring  about  a  condition  of  justice  and 
equilibrium  in  which  all  will  be  safer 
and  more  happy  than  any  are  at  the 
present  time. 

This,  then,  in  obedience  to  her 
Master's  commission,  is  the  true  work 
of  the  great  Church  of  Christ — in 
the  twofold  direction  of  training  her 
members  toward  mutual  love  and 
unselfishness,  and  of  applying  her 
united  wisdom  to  find  out  the  best 
method  of  applying  this  mutual  love 
to  the  solution  of  the  many  and  intri- 
cate problems  which  beset  the  path  of 
progress.  As  she  devotes  herself  to 
this  end,  the  questions  which  now 
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loom  so  large  between  her  different 
branches  will  sink  into  insignificance, 
for  she  will  rise  into  an  atmosphere 
where  they  cannot  exist.  In  their 
place  will  arise  the  noble  emulation 
which  branch  can  do  the  best  service 
for  her  Master,  which  can  most  effec- 
tually carry  out  His  purpose. 

"By  their  fruits  ye  shall  knowthem." 
No  longer  will  the  appeal  to  antiquity 
be  considered  of  prime  importance. 
No  longer  will  the  decisions  of  ancient 
councils,  or  the  authority  of  ancient 
doctors,  be  regarded  as  binding  on 
the  Church.  But  the  living  spirit  of 
God,  ever  inspiring  new  ideas,  ever 
leading  to  fresh  efforts,  ever  suggesting 
fresh  methods,  will  be  recognized,  and 
by  its  natural  and  necessary  fruit  will 
mxcn  discern  whether  the  moving  prin- 
ciple of  any  new  suggestion  is  the 
divine  spirit  or  the  spirit  of  error. 
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If  any  branch  of  the  Church  does 
develop  superior  powers  in  carrying 
out  the  great  work,  it  will  undoubtedly 
and  legitimately  grow  and  prosper, 
and  so  restore  the  unity  so  often  de- 
siderated. But  in  the  meantime  if 
all  devote  their  special  methods  faith- 
fully to  the  work,  instead  of  wasting 
time  and  energy  in  criticizing  the 
methods  of  others,  a  great  measure  of 
good-fellowship  will  at  once  be  at- 
tained, and  in  their  common  aim 
and  endeavour  the  fulfilment  of  the 
Saviour's  prayer,  ''that  they  may  be 
one,  even  as  we  are  one"  (St.  John, 
xvii  :  22),  will  begin  to  be  seen. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

DEFINITIONS:  FAITH. 

Give  diligence  to  present  thyself  approved  unto 
God,  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamedy 
handling  aright  the  word  of  Truth. — 2T1MOTHY, 
ii  :  15. 

IN  most  controversies  it  will  be  found 
that  a  great  deal  of  the  difficulty 
lies  in  the  misunderstanding  of  the 
terms  which  are  used  by  the  persons 
who  disagree.  Words  of  the  most 
familiar  use  convey  different  meanings 
to  different  hearers  of  them.  Such 
people  thinking  that  the  terms  are 
used  by  their  opponents  in  the  same 
sense  in  which  they  use  them  them- 
selves often  are  provoked  by  state- 
ments which,  if  they  had  understood 
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the  meaning  the  words  bore  to  their 
opponents,  would  turn  out  to  be  per- 
fectly harmless. 

The  word  faith,  which,  as  generally 
admitted  to  be  necessary  to  salvation, 
as  a  most  important  word,  has  been 
often  and  elaborately  defined.  Brief- 
ly, however,  the  general  idea  it  seems 
to  convey  to  most  men  is  belief  in 
God,  as  revealed  to  us  in  Holy  Scrip- 
ture, and  especially  through  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  The  "  con- 
fession of  our  Christian  faith  com- 
monly called  the  creed  of  Saint  Athan- 
asius,"  although  its  declarations  have 
been  greatly  explained  aw^ay  of  late 
years  by  theologians,  yet  seems  to  the 
ordinary  reader  to  be  very  plain  on 
this  point:  '^ Whosoever  will  be  saved 
before  all  things  it  is  necessary  that 
he  hold  the  Catholick  Faith. 

''Which  Faith  except  every  one  do 
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keep  whole  and  undefiled;  without 
doubt  he  shall  perish  everlastingly. 

"And  the  Catholick  Faith  is  this. 
That  we  worship  one  God  in  Trinity, 
and  Trinity  in  Unity,"  etc. 

After  setting  forth  its  doctrine  with 
wonderful  elaboration,  in  magnificent 
language,  it  concludes  with  the  asser- 
tion: ''This  is  the  Catholick  Faith, 
which  except  a  man  believe  faithfully, 
he  cannot  be  saved." 

There  is  no  hint  of  exception,  no 
saving  clause.  The  words  in  their 
plain  literal  meaning  declare  that  the 
faith  which  is  necessary  to  salvation 
is  a  full  acceptance  of  the  form  of 
words  concerning  the  nature  of  God 
which  is  set  forth  in  it.  It  appears  to 
m.e  that  those  who  now  so  strenuously 
resist  any  "tampering"  with  this  creed 
do  so  because  they  hold  this  view  at 
least  as  applying  to  all  who  are  called 
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Christians,  and  certainly  this  is  the 
meaning  it  conveys  to  those  who  object 
to  its  pubHc  use. 

The  fierce  strife  recorded  in  Church 
history  as  agitating  the  great  councils, 
splitting  up  Churches,  leading  men 
of  apparently  equally  holy  lives  to 
anathematize  one  another  because 
they  differed  in  their  understanding 
of  the  nature  of  God,  proves  that  this 
was  the  spirit  of  the  age  which  pro- 
duced this  creed,  and  that  faith  was 
considered  to  be  the  acceptance  of 
sound  doctrine. 

Many  would  say  that  faith  is  much 
more  than  this — that  it  is  the  belief 
that  Christ  died  for  us,  that  is,  in  our 
stead;  and  that  it  is  our  acceptance 
of  Him  as  our  Saviour  which  saves 
us,  causing  our  sins  to  be  pardoned 
and  blotted  out,  and  bringing  us  into 
favour  with  God. 
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I  have  already  pointed  out  (chapter 
iv)  objections  to  this  definition. 

The  faith  of  the  New  Dispensation 
is  fidehty — the  acceptance  of  Christ, 
not  as  our  substitute,  but  as  our  leader, 
our  hfe.  It  is  by  no  means  essential 
that  His  followers  should  know  Him 
by  name,  or  even  that  they  should 
know  who  it  is  whom  they  follow. 
They  may  not  conceive  of  Him  as  a 
personality  at  all,  at  least  at  the  outset. 
He  speaks  to  them  through  their  con- 
science, but  they  may  only  know  the 
conscience  itself,  and  think  that  it  is 
their  own  sense  of  right  and  wrong 
which  appeals  to  them.  But  if  they 
obey  that  conscience  they  are  faithful 
to  Him,  and  as  long  as  they  con- 
tinue to  obey  it,  they  draw  nearer 
to  Him.  Some  time  they  will  know 
and  love  Him,  but  they  may  have 
saving  faith  long  before  this. 
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The  faith  which  accepts  Him  as  a 
Saviour,  if  it  leads  to  obedience,  is 
a  stage  of  this  true  faith;  but  faith 
alone — that  is,  a  belief  that  He  has 
done  all,  and  that  by  virtue  of  our  ac- 
ceptance of  this  belief  we  are  saved, 
without  obedience  or  submission  of 
our  wills  to  His  will,  is  no  saving  faith 
at  all. 

The  true  definition  of  essential  faith 
is,  then,  fidelity,  obedience  to  the 
Word,  which  is  engrafted  into  the 
hearts  of  all,  "lighting  every  man  who 
cometh  into  the  world" — dim  it  may 
be  to  many,  and  not  at  all  recognized 
as  superhuman,  but  surely  leading  all 
who  follow  it  to  the  perfect  day,  the 
true  knowledge  of  God,  as  He  is. 

Another  word  which  is  constantly 

mxisunderstood  is  death.     The  death 

of   the   body   has    loomed   so   large 

before  the  eyes  of  mankind;   to  most 
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people  it  is  such  a  mysterious  event; 
to  some  even  it  appears  to  be  the  end 
of  all  things,  for  they  cannot  feel  any 
confidence  in  a  personal  resurrection; 
owing  to  our  fallen  condition,  it  is  so 
often  accompanied  by  such  startling 
conditions,  of  pain,  distress,  and  sud- 
denness ;  it  cuts  off  so  many  in  youth, 
or  when  they  seem  most  indispensable 
to  those  who  are  left  behind,  that  we 
commonly  look  upon  it  in  itself  as  the 
^^ wages  of  sin,"  the  punishment  of 
disobedience.  It  is  spoken  of  as  the 
"king  of  terrors,"  and  is  too  often 
looked  upon  as  an  unmixed  evil. 

But  many  passages  in  Scripture 
shew  that  the  death  of  the  body  is  only 
a  figure  of  the  true  death,  which  is  the 
real  consequence  and  punishment  of 
sin. 

In  the  very  beginning  of  the  history 
of  mankind  we  are  told  that  God  de- 
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clared  to  Adam  that  he  should  not  eat 
of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good 
and  evil,  ''for  m  the  day  that  thou 
eatest  thereof  thou  shalt  surely  die" 
(Gen.,  ii :  17).  Adam  and  Eve  ate  of 
the  tree,  but  we  are  told  that  he  lived 
nine  hundred  and  thirty  years  (Gen., 
V :  5),  which,  according  to  the  common 
reckoning,  would  leave  him  alive 
almost  until  the  time  of  the  Flood. 
Was  God's  warning,  ''In  the  day  thou 
eatest  thereof,"  a  mere  idle  threat? 
Surely  not.  The  day  our  first  parents 
ate  of  the  tree  they  died,  in  the  true 
meaning  of  the  word.  They  turned 
from  God,  the  true  life  of  their  soul, 
and  were  henceforth  "dead  in  tres- 
passes and  sins."  The  whole  story  is 
an  allegory  or  parable.  God  Himself 
is  the  tree  of  life,  or  perhaps  we  should 
rather  say  that  the  tree  of  life  is  the 
true  knowledge  or  perception  of  God, 
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as  He  is.  The  tree  of  the  knowledge 
of  good  and  evil  is  the  perception 
of  what  evil  really  is,  which  could  only 
be  acquired  by  actual  experience.  It 
was  not  some  material  kind  of  fruit 
which  was  forbidden.  But  the  warn- 
ing of  God  meant  that  if  man  did  what 
was  evil,  appealing  to  his  own  ex- 
perience to  find  out  if  it  was  as  bad  as 
he  had  been  told,  he  must  surely  lose 
his  knowledge  and  love  of  God ;  which 
we  find  was  indeed  the  immediate  and 
actual  consequence,  as  is  indicated  in 
the  story  by  Adam  and  Eve  hiding 
themselves  from  the  presence  of  God 
amongst  the  trees  of  the  garden. 
Our  Lord's  words,  "I  am  the  resur- 
rection and  the  Life :  he  that  believeth 
on  Me,  though  he  die  yet  shall  he 
live:  and  whosoever  liveth,  and  be- 
lieveth on  Me  shall  never  die"  (St. 
John,  xi  :  25),  are  full  of  truth  and 
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comfort,  in  this  deeper  sense  of  the 
word  death;  but  in  the  other  sense  they 
are  uninteUigible,  for  they  would  imply 
that  no  mortal,  from  that  day  to  this, 
has  ever  believed  in  Jesus  Christ  dur- 
ing his  life  upon  earth. 

There  are  many  other  passages  in 
Scripture  which  require  this  deeper  in- 
terpretation, as  St.  Paul's :  ''  If  ye  then 
were  raised  together  with  Christ,  seek 
the  things  that  are  above,  where  Christ 
is,  seated  on  the  right  hand  of  God" 
(Col.,  iii  :  i) ;  and,  ''you  did  He  quick- 
en, when  ye  were  dead  through  your 
trespasses  and  sins"  (Eph.,  ii:i); 
''She  that  giveth  herself  to  pleasure, 
is  dead  while  she  liveth"  (i  Tim., 
V  :  6);  "We  know  that  we  have 
passed  out  of  death  into  life  because 
we  love  the  brethren"  (i  St.  John,  iii  : 
14).  All  these  are  spoken  to  or  of 
persons  who  were  still  in  the  flesh. 
144 


DEFINITIONS:  FAITH 

The  Bible  is  entirely  designed  to 
make  us  wise  unto  salvation ;  to  teach 
us  spiritual  things.  As  we  are  told  ex- 
pressly that  '^All  these  things  spake 
Jesus,  in  parables  unto  the  multitudes; 
and  without  a  parable,  spake  He 
nothing  unto  them"  (St.  Matt.,  xiii: 
34),  so  the  whole  Bible,  which  is  the 
written  Word,  as  Jesus  Himself  was 
the  incarnate  Word,  is  a  parable  or 
series  of  parables.  The  external  form 
of  a  parable  may  be  true,  historically, 
or  it  may  not.  But  when  we  realize 
the  spiritual  meaning  of  a  parable  we 
no  longer  trouble  ourselves  about  its 
historic  accuracy.  Who  ever  raises 
the  question  whether  the  story  of  the 
Prodigal  Son,  or  of  the  Good  Samar- 
itan, or  any  other  of  Christ's  parables, 
is  literally  true?  It  is  sufficient  that 
we  comprehend  the  spiritual  lessons 

which   flow   from   them   in   ever-in- 
10  145 


THE  GOSPEL  OF  LOVE 

creasing  clearness  and  richness,  as 
we  take  them  to  heart,  and  guide  our 
Hves  by  them.  Many  of  the  accom- 
paniments of  death  as  we  know  it — 
the  death  of  the  body — are  the  con- 
sequences of  sin  or  of  the  transgres- 
sion of  natural  law.  The  mortality 
of  infants  or  of  young  persons  is  often 
due  either  to  hereditary  weakness  or 
to  improper  care  or  nutrition.  Pain 
and  disease  come  from  causes  which, 
as  we  grow  in  wisdom,  we  learn  to 
avoid.  In  the  glorious  time  when  the 
Gospel  of  Love  will  reign  upon  earth, 
when  God's  kingdom  has  come  and 
His  will  is  done  as  in  heaven  so  on 
earth,  physical  death  will  not  be  done 
away  with,  but  it  will  have  lost  its 
terrors.  It  will  come,  and  will  be 
recognized  as  coming,  when  our  work 
upon  earth  is  finished,  and  when  we 
are  ripe  for  our  change  to  a  higher 
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Stage  of  existence.  No  one  will  then 
doubt  that  such  departure  is  a  promo- 
tion to  that  higher  stage.  The  full 
knowledge  of  the  Love  of  God  will 
entirely  take  away  the  sting  of  death. 
Geology  teaches  us  that  death  has 
been  on  earth  for  myriads,  probably 
for  millions  of  years.  Therefore  spir- 
itual and  not  physical  death  was  the 
consequence  of  Adam's  sin.  The 
sin  itself  which  caused  man  to  be 
unable  to  see  God,  as  He  is,  led  them 
to  entertain  the  erroneous  views  of 
death  which  are  so  common.  Doubts 
of  a  resurrection  to  a  higher  life  must 
vanish  when  we  get  any  adequate 
idea  of  the  Fatherhood  and  of  the  love 
of  God.  We  could  not  for  a  moment 
imagine  that  a  loving  father  would 
put  into  the  minds  of  his  children 
the  blessed  hope  of  a  glorious  future 
life;  of  a  happy  reunion  with  those  we 
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love,  but  from  whom  death  parts  us 
on  earth;  of  a  fuller  knowledge  of 
himself;  of  a  comprehension  of  so 
many  things  which  are  now  myster- 
ious to  us;  only  to  disappoint  our 
expectation  and  to  put  a  sudden  end 
to  the  wonderful  progress  and  evo- 
lution of  man  as  a  spiritual  being 
which  would  then  have  become  so 
clear  and  plain  to  us. 

No  doubt  there  are  many  references 
in  Scripture  to  the  actual  death  of 
the  body,  and  to  the  resurrection  to 
a  higher  state  of  existence,  and  it  is 
quite  conceivable  that  the  writers  had 
no  higher  ideas  in  their  minds  in 
v^iting  these  passages ;  but  that  need 
not  hinder  us  from  drawing  deeper 
and  truer  lessons  from  them.  As 
Keble  says : 

''High  thoughts  above  their  thought  to  those 
high  souls  were  given." 
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The  inspired  poet  often  declares  a 
truth  far  beyond  his  own  present  at- 
tainment, and  his  message  comes  home 
to  those  who  have  attained  the  proper 
standpoint. 

Beneath  all  mention  of  the  symbol 
— the  death  of  the  body,  which,  under 
healthy  conditions,  is  the  great  friend 
of  man;  the  summons  from  the  im- 
perfect life  of  earth  to  the  far  higher 
spiritual  existence — the  enlightened 
student  of  Scripture  will  apprehend 
lessons  concerning  spiritual  death, 
the  true  consequence  of  sin,  and  of 
the  resurrection  from  it,  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus,  and  which  comes  to 
those  alone  who  follow  His  guidance 
and  so  are  His. 

If    death    in    Scripture    refers    to 

spiritual  death,  or  the  condition    of 

those  who  are  still  in  their  sins,  it  is 

obvious  that  the  life  referred  to  is 
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spiritual  life,  the  condition  of  those 
who  are  in  Christ.  The  resurrection, 
too,  is  not  the  deliverance  from  phys- 
ical death.  Christ's  life  upon  earth 
was  a  most  real  life.  He  was  born, 
grew,  lived,  preached,  worked,  suf- 
fered, died  and  rose  again,  as  the 
Scripture  tells  us.  But  that  life, 
death,  and  resurrection  were  not  only 
history — a  work  once  for  all  ac- 
complished for  us,  that  is,  in  our 
stead.  That  life  is  lived  over  again 
in  every  one  who  accepts  the  call  of 
Christ  and  follows  Him  faithfully. 
He  is  born  in  the  first  struggle  in  the 
individual  conscience  between  good 
and  evil;  He  is  nourished  up,  and 
grows  with  the  growth  of  obedience. 
He — that  is,  His  human  nature — is 
crucified,  when  the  "old  man"  in 
the  Christian  is  finally  overcome, 
and  the  man  rises  again  with  Him 
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when  he  begins  the  new  Hfe  of  willing 
obedience.  The  cross  of  Jesus  no 
longer  signifies  only  the  actual  wood 
upon  which  His  body  was  nailed;  it 
is  whatever  becomes  the  instrument 
whereby  the  old  self  is  mortified  and 
subdued  in  each  individual. 

The  blood  is  not  the  actual  drops 
coming  from  His  head,  His  hands, 
His  feet,  His  side;  it  is  the  living 
truth  concerning  the  Heavenly  Father 
and  all  things  spiritual  which  He 
came  to  teach  us  by  His  life  as  well  as 
by  His  death.  When  He  teaches  us 
that  we  must  eat  His  flesh  and  drink 
His  blood  or  we  have  no  life  in  us,  He 
distinctly  asserts  that  His  words  are 
spirit  and  are  life ;  "  the  flesh  profiteth 
nothing"  (St.  John,  vi  :  63).  It  is 
not  the  sacramental  communion  in 
His  body  and  blood  which  is  essential. 
That  is  indeed  a  highly  instructive 
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figure,  a  very  precious  means  of 
grace  to  multitudes.  But  the  thing 
signified — that  Jesus  is  the  Hfe  of  the 
world,  that  all  goodness  and  all  truth 
come  from  Him,  that  without  Him 
we  can  do  nothing — this  it  is  which 
is  absolutely  necessary.  Wherever  in 
the  whole  world  there  is  any  true  good- 
ness, any  self-sacrificing  love,  any 
devotion  to  right,  there  His  spirit  is 
working;  there  He  is  present,  the 
true  food  and  nourishment  of  the 
obedient  soul.  The  true  sacrament 
is  no  Shibboleth,  no  sign  or  form 
which  is  the  exclusive  property  or 
privilege  of  any  Church  or  body  of 
Christians,  only  valid  if  administered 
by  properly  ordained  priests  or  with 
due  forms,  words,  and  ceremonies. 
It  is  the  simple,  plain,  and  world-wide 
communion,  or  common  participation 
of  all  who  are  faithful,  in  the  life  of 
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the  true  vine,  of  which  they  all  are 
branches. 

The  whole  group  of  words — atone- 
ment, propitiation,  mediation,  ad- 
vocacy, intercession,  sacrifice — which 
formerly  seemed  to  support  the  idea 
of  an  angry  or  estranged  Father, 
reconciled  to  us  by  Christ,  in  the  new 
light  we  discover  to  be  more  perfectly 
applicable  to  the  means  by  which  we, 
who  were  enemies  to  God,  and  neglect- 
ful of  our  own  true  welfare,  were  set 
at  one  with  God,  reconciled  to  Him 
and  His  loving  will,  by  the  effectual 
message  brought  by  Jesus  Christ, 
and  delivered  to  us  both  through 
His  life  and  through  His  death,  and 
by  His  perpetual  indwelling  in  us — 
the  message  of  the  unchanging  and 
inexhaustible  love  of  God. 

The  word  repentance  signifies  a 
change  of  mind,  of  purpose,  of  dispo- 
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sition.  It  does  not  necessarily  involve 
any  idea  of  penitence,  of  grief,  or  of 
remorse.  A  person  finding  that  he 
has  been  going  in  the  wrong  direction, 
turns  round,  and  proceeds  in  the  right 
way.  If  he  has  gone  wrong  wilfully, 
or  against  his  better  knowledge,  it  is 
natural  that  he  should  regret  and  be- 
wail his  error.  But  the  essential  idea 
of  the  word  is  that  he  retraces  his 
steps. 

Justification  again  is  often  taken 
in  a  technical  or  abstruse  sense.  It 
is  simply  the  act  of  being  made  just  or 
righteous,  of  being  cleansed  from  in- 
justice or  sin,  by  the  life  of  Christ  in  a 
man  striking  from  within  to  the  out- 
side and  so  making  him  whole. 

Righteousness,  too,  is  not  piety  or 
the  observance  of  forms  and  rites. 
It  is  simply  doing  what  is  right  or 
just. 
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Remission  or  forgiveness  of  sins, 
as  I  have  tried  to  shew  in  an  earHer 
chapter,  is  not  foregoing  punishment, 
but  putting  away  or  cleansing  the 
sin  itself. 

Instead,  however,  of  prolonging  this 
list,  I  will  try  to  explain  the  principle 
of  the  spiritual  interpretation  of  Holy 
Scriptures. 
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HOLY    SCRIPTURE. 

From  a  babe  thou  hast  knoivn  the  sacred  writ- 
ings which  are  able  to  make  thee  wise  unto 
salvation  through  faith  which  is  in  Christ 
Jesus. — 2  Tim.,  lii  :  15. 

IF  the  Bible  is  indeed  the  word  of 
God,  its  object  is  to  make  those 
who  receive  it,  wise  unto  salvation. 
When  we  grasp  this  truth  firmly  and 
intelligently,  we  not  only  hold  the  key 
to  the  true  interpretation  of  these  and 
of  a  multitude  more  of  words  which 
are  often  misunderstood,  but  we  have 
the  true  and  sufficient  answer  to  the 
objections  which,  from  different  stand- 
points, have  been  launched  against  the 
Book  since  at  least  the  beginning  of 
the  Christian  Dispensation. 
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How  often  objectors  have  thought 
that  by  pointing  out  discrepancies, 
impossibihties,  mistakes  in  history, 
contradictions  of  scientific  discoveries 
and  the  hke  they  have  so  completely 
discredited  it,  and  proved  that  it  has  no 
claims  upon  popular  attention,  and 
that  it  would  soon  lose  all  hold  upon 
mankind!  But  in  spite  of  all  their 
efforts  it  ever  gets  a  wider  circulation, 
wins  a  deeper  attention,  and  compels 
a  more  reverent  allegiance,  not  only 
from  the  ignorant  and  superstitious, 
but  from  many  who  stand  highest  in 
all  the  domains  of  thought  and  ac- 
tivity. 

Why  is  this  ?  Because  the  objectors 
have  been  unable  to  see  below  the 
letter,  the  mere  outside  of  the  mes- 
sages of  the  Book,  while  those  who  are 
on  the  other  side  receive  the  spiritual 
meaning  of  those  messages,  and  do 
157 


THE  GOSPEL  OF  LOVE 

not  concern  themselves  with  external 
difficulties. 

All  the  objections  which  have  been 
brought  against  the  Bible  are  against 
the  letter.  People  have  imagined 
that  it  could  not  be  historically  accu- 
rate, because  other  histories  and  rec- 
ords of  ancient  times  either  do  not 
mention  the  events  which  it  describes 
or  give  some  other  details  which  seem 
to  contradict  them.  Scientific  author- 
ities say  that  the  material  creation  did 
not  take  place  as  the  first  chapters  of 
Genesis  seem  to  say  that  it  did.  The 
testimony  of  the  rocks  is  supposed  to 
disprove  many  parts  of  it.  The  hostile 
school  of  the  higher  criticism  finds 
differences  in  style  in  different  parts 
of  the  writings  which  are  said  to  be 
by  the  same  writer,  or,  as  it  supposes, 
evidence  that  some  parts  must  have 
been  written  at  a  later  date  than  is 
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generally  attributed  to  them;  and  on 
such  grounds  the  Book  is  discredited 
and  condemned  by  it. 

The  simple  and  satisfactory  reply 
to  all  these  objections  is,  that  the 
Bible  was  never  intended  to  be  a  his- 
tory, a  manual  of  natural  science,  or 
anything  of  the  kind.  It  is  intended 
to  teach  spiritual  truths;  the  things 
which  natural  science  cannot  find 
out  by  its  deepest  researches.  In 
all  branches  of  this  science  there  comes 
a  limit  which  no  one  has  been  able 
to  pass,  whether  in  the  anatomy  of 
man  and  of  the  higher  animals  or  of 
the  simplest  vegetable  growth;  even 
in  protoplasm  itself  life  is  m.et  with — 
and  what  life  is,  the  keenest  investi- 
gator cannot  satisfactorily  explain. 
Some  say  that  it  is  a  mode  of  matter, 
but  this  saying  really  explains  noth- 
ing. 
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The  Bible  is  concerned  entirely 
with  hfe,  and  teaches  those  who  read 
it  intelligently  the  principles  of  life, 
the  conditions  of  life.  St.  Paul 
says:  ''Every  Scripture  inspired  of 
God  is  also  profitable  for  teaching,  for 
reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction 
which  is  in  righteousness,  that  the  man 
of  God  may  be  complete,  furnished 
completely  unto  every  good  work. " 
Or  the  verse  may  read :  "Every  Scrip- 
ture is  inspired  of  God,  and  profitable 
for  teaching,"  etc.  (2  Tim.,  iii  :  16, 
17).  Whichever  translation  is  ac- 
cepted, it  is  plain  that  in  St.  Paul's 
belief  the  object  of  Scripture  was  not 
to  teach  history  or  natural  science,  but 
to  make  men  wise  unto  salvation. 
On  several  occasions  he  refers  to 
events  recorded  in  Scripture  as  alle- 
gories, as  stories  intended  to  convey 
a  heavenly  meaning ;  as  very  notably 
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in  his  appeal  to  the  history  of  Abra- 
ham in  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians. 

Some  parts  of  the  Bible  may  be 
pure  allegory;  others  are  events  which 
actually  occurred  in  the  lives  of  Abra- 
ham and  the  patriarchs,  of  David, 
Solomon,  and  their  successors — events 
chosen  out  of  the  enormous  mass  of 
events  which  made  up  the  history  of 
Israel,  because  beneath  their  letters 
there  was  spiritual  instruction,  profit- 
able for  righteousness  to  those  who 
came  to  the  book  seeking  such  in- 
struction, but  safely  hidden  from  those 
who  approached  in  a  hostile  or  merely 
critical  spirit,  no  matter  how  clever  or 
learned  they  might  be  in  the  matter  of 
earthly  sciences. 

In  this  respect  the  Bible  presents 
a  close  analogy  to  the  world  in  which 
we  live,  for  in  this  too  men  very  gener- 
ally find  what  they  look  for.  Some 
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pass  through  the  most  lovely  scenery 
entirely  unobservant  of  it  because 
their  minds  are  fixed  upon  matters 
which  are  not  connected  with  it,  while 
the  artistic  eye  discovers  harmonies 
and  beauties  in  the  most  unlikely  sur- 
roundings. 

Some  live  and  toil  for  years  in  a 
place,  extracting  a  scanty  subsistence 
from  the  soil,  where  others  come  and 
quickly  discover  gold  or  precious 
stones  and  valuable  minerals. 

This  is  the  secret  of  the  wonderful 
vitality  and  value  of  Holy  Scripture. 
In  its  pages  those  who  seek  for  Him 
find  God;  and  those  who  seek  Him 
most  earnestly,  desiring  to  find  Him, 
that  they  may  serve  Him,  get  the  truest 
perception  of  Him,  as  He  is.  The 
difficulties  which  arise  from  apparent 
contradictions  and  discrepancies  in 
itself,  or  from  seeming  disagreements 
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with  science  or  history,  give  them  no 
trouble.  They  have  drawn  from  it 
comfort  and  support.  It  has  guided 
them  in  difficulties,  taught  them  when 
in  doubt,  and  opened  to  them  heav- 
enly mysteries,  and  they  know  that  it 
is  the  Word  of  God ;  and  all  the  diffi- 
culties which  to  others  seem  so  fatal, 
to  them  are  quite  unimportant  and 
without  weight. 

If  objectors  declare  that  there  could 
have  been  no  universal  deluge;  that 
the  sun  and  moon  could  not  have 
stood  still ;  that  the  ark  could  not  have 
contained  all  the  animals  which  were 
supposed  to  have  gone  in  to  it  nor  suf- 
ficient food  for  their  sustenance — even 
if  they  cannot  give  any  satisfactory  ex- 
planation of  these  difficulties,  they  are 
content  to  wait  for  fuller  knowledge. 

As  the  man  who  was  born  blind, 
whose  eyes  Jesus  had  opened,  when 
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the  Pharisees  said  that  Jesus  was  a 
sinner,  repHed,  "Whether  he  be  a 
sinner  I  know  not ;  one  thing  I  know, 
that  whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I  see" 
(St.  John,  ix  :  25),  so  they  are  ready 
to  answer,  ''Whether  there  are  dis- 
crepancies, impossibihties,  contradic- 
tions, we  know  not;  but  whereas  we 
knew  not  God,  and  the  mysteries  and 
meaning  of  our  own  spiritual  nature, 
this  Book  has  made  them  plain  to  us, 
and  we  are  content  to  receive  and  trust 
it,  and  to  order  our  lives  by  its  direc- 
tions." 

And  so  the  declaration  of  Christ 
has  proved  true,  that  God  has  hidden 
these  things  from  the  wise  and  prudent 
and  revealed  them  unto  babes.  It  is 
not,  however,  that  God  is  partial  to 
any,  or  that  He  denies  His  gifts  to  any 
of  His  creatures,  but  the  wise  and  pru- 
dent, in  their  own  opinion,  or  those 
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who  have  devoted  all  their  energies  to 
seeking  out  material  knowledge,  and 
have  despised  anything  which  they 
could  not  handle  or  measure,  have 
blinded  their  own  eyes  to  things  spirit- 
ual, and  will  not  see  the  glorious  and 
inestimable  wisdom  which  would  lie 
freely  open  to  them  if  they  would  but 
humble  their  pride  to  look  for  it  in  the 
right  way,  which  is  in  the  meek,  teach- 
able spirit  that  characterizes  those 
whom  Christ  calls  "babes." 

•  It  is  a  great  and  blessed  thing  to 
study  and  explain  the  works  of  God, 
to  those  who  acknowledge  that  they 
are  His  works.  Even  the  lowest  and 
most  external  of  these  works  are  full  of 
instruction  to  them  and  help  them  to 
understand  better  the  deep  things  of 
His  Word,  for  He  is  within  them  all. 
Among  the  most  learned  and  the  keen- 
est investigators  of  scientific  knowl- 
165 


THE  GOSPEL  OF  LOVE 

edge  there  have  ever  been  those  who 
were  in  the  true  sense  of  Christ's  words 
babes — men  Hke  Newton,  who  recog- 
nized that  he  was  but  gathering  up 
pebbles  on  the  beach  of  a  boundless 
ocean,  and  who  humbly  accorded  the 
glory  of  all  his  discoveries  to  their  Cre- 
ator whose  laws  he  was  ever  searching 
out.  Such  men  find  God,  both  in  His 
Word  and  in  the  material  works  of 
His  hand. 

On  the  other  side  are  the  followers 
of  Lucretius,  who,  in  the  words  9f 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Browning: 

"     .     .     dropped    his    plummet    down    the 
broad 
Deep  Universe,  and  said  'No  God,' 
Finding  no  bottom.     He  denied 
Divinely  the  Divine,  and  died 
Chief  poet  upon  Tiber  side 
By  the  grace  of  God!     His  face  is  stern, 
As  one  compelled,  in  spite  of  scorn, 
To  teach  a  truth  he  could  not  learn." 
i66 


HOLY  SCRIPTURE 

Because  spiritual  things  can  not  be 
measured  by  their  rule,  weighed  in 
their  balances,  such  men  say  that  there 
is  no  ''spiritual"  at  all.  Or  if  they  do 
not  go  so  far  as  this,  they  say  that  it  is 
intangible,  beyond  human  apprehen- 
sion, and  so  they  call  themselves 
^'agnostics,"  and  cease  to  attempt  to 
find  it. 

To  these  the  Bible  is  only  the  work 
of  man,  a  collection  of  documents, 
of  barely  connected  fragments,  brought 
together  by  fraud,  preserved  by 
superstition  or  the  lust  of  priestly 
power;  a  book  to  be  judged  as  any 
other  human  book  is  judged,  purely 
by  its  external  meaning,  and  subject 
to  the  rules  of  human  criticism. 

In  the  light  of  the  Gospel  of  Love, 

the  good  news  which,  to  those  who 

receive  it,  breaks  forth  more  or  less 

clearly  from  every  page  of  it,  it  is  the 
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Word  of  God,  the  Wisdom  of  the  Love 
of  God,  of  the  Love  which  is  God,  able 
to  make  them  'Vise  unto  salvation," 
and  to  bring  them  to  Him. 

It  is  wonderful  how,  although  men 
often  read  chapter  after  chapter  and 
seem  to  find  no  benefit  from  it,  a  stray 
page,  a  disconnected  verse,  which  to 
the  ordinary  reader  seems  almost 
foolishness,  has  at  times  struck  home 
to  the  heart  of  a  man,  lighting  up  his 
previous  folly  and  vanity,  convicting 
him  of  sin  indeed,  but  opening  out  the 
way  of  deliverance,  and  conveying  in 
its  few  words  a  message  of  infinite 
meaning.  In  that  Word,  in  those 
books  written  by  many  writers,  of 
the  most  different  attainments,  and 
at  intervals  of  many  ages;  WTitten  in 
the  form  of  history,  of  allegory,  of 
prophecy;  of  psalms  and  poems, 
of  ceremonial  laws,  those  whose  eyes 
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are  opened  discern  the  one  message, 
the  one  inner  garment,  of  the  true 
Divine  Word  woven  from  the  top 
throughout,  consistent  and  seamless, 
though  hidden  from  the  view  of  the 
profane  by  those  outer  garments  about 
which  has  been  so  much  contention 
and  strife. 

This  garment  of  truth  was  woven 
by  God  Himself.  He  inspired  the 
writers  even  when  He  allowed  them 
to  clothe  His  message  in  the  words  of 
their  own  vocabulary.  He  preserved 
the  essential  meaning  amidst  all  the 
frailties  of  the  human  copyists,  amidst 
all  the  vicissitudes  of  human  custod- 
ians, so  that  it  is  His  Word  still  at  the 
end  of  so  many  ages. 

It  is  proved  to  be  His,  not  by  its 

outer  form  or  wisdom,  but  by  its  power 

to  touch  men's  hearts  and  to  subdue 

their  rebellion.     Is  there  much  in  it 
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which  to  many  seems  obsolete,  with- 
out meaning,  unedif ying  ?  The  psalm- 
ist gives  the  explanation  when  he 
exclaims,  ''O  Lord,  Thy  Word  en- 
dureth  forever  in  Heaven,"  or,  "For 
ever  O  Lord  thy  Word  is  settled  in 
Heaven"  (Ps.,  cxix  :  89).  The  Bible 
is  not  given  only  for  this  life,  but  for 
eternity.  From  it,  freed  from  its  ex- 
ternal wrappings  and  earthly  figures, 
the  blessed  in  Heaven  will  forever  be 
able  to  draw  forth  instruction  in  the 
divine  wisdom.  For  at  its  heart  it  is 
the  wisdom  or  truth  of  God  revealed 
in  words,  and  therefore  inexhaustible. 
What  wonder,  then,  that  m.any  parts 
of  it  should  still  be  far  beyond  our 
reach,  in  our  low  and  imperfect  state ! 
The  principle  of  its  inspiration  is 
briefly  this:  Every  thought,  every 
truth,  emanating  from  the  almighty 
Creator  passes  through  the  different 
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Heavens  and  the  spiritual  world,  unto 
this  our  earth,  and  in  each  plane  it 
clothes  itself  in  an  appropriate  form 
or  image.  Further  than  this,  as  the 
rays  of  light  passing  through  a  lens 
are  inverted,  so  these  thoughts  passing 
through  an  atmosphere  of  sin  are  in- 
verted, and  seem  sometimes  to  mean 
the  very  opposite  from  their  proper  sig- 
nification. Thus  love  in  its  different 
aspects,  appearing  as  love  in  the  spirit- 
ual world,  may  appear  to  the  human 
WTiter  as  life-giving  heat  or  purifying 
fire,  while  to  sinners  and  devils  it 
appears  as  the  consuming  fire  of  wTath 
and  destruction.  In  another  aspect 
love  is  symbolized  by  gold.  The 
golden  city.  New  Jerusalem,  is  the  city 
of  love,  the  condition  of  those  who 
have  become  subject  to  the  principles 
of  love.  Wisdom  or  truth  appears  as 
water — the  water  which  Christ  offered 
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freely  to  those  who  would  receive  it; 
the  water  which  flowed  from  under  the 
threshold  of  the  house  in  the  prophet's 
vision  (Ezek.,  xlvii),  or  the  river  of 
water  of  life,  bright  as  crystal,  pro- 
ceeding out  of  the  throne  of  God  and 
of  the  Lamb  in  that  of  St.  John 
(Rev.,  xxii  :  i,  etc.).  Inverted,  this 
becomes  the  waterfloods  which  over- 
whelm those  who  trust  in  their  own 
wisdom,  and  so  blind  themselves  to 
the  truth  of  God.  Another  symbol  of 
truth  is  silver,  as  in  the  silver  sockets 
upon  which  the  gold-covered  boards 
and  bars  of  the  tabernacle  were  sup- 
ported, shewing  that  love  must  be 
based  on  truth,  goodness  on  wisdom 
(see  Exodus,  xxxvi  :  24,  etc.).  Thus 
too  Israel  signifies  the  Church;  the 
Ten  Tribes  of  divided  Israel  being  the 
Church,  whose  foundation  is  knowl- 
edge or   reason,  the  Church  of  the 
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Head ;  the  two  tribes  the  Church  of  the 
Heart,  or  love.  As  when  men  study 
some  ancient  records  written  in  a  long- 
forgotten  language,  if  they  find  a  key 
which  miakes  sense  of  every  inscription 
to  which  they  apply  it,  they  know  that 
they  have  discovered  the  true  prin- 
ciple of  interpretation,  so  if  this  prin- 
ciple is  true  and  fire  and  gold  mean 
love  in  one  passage,  and  water  or  sil- 
ver stands  for  wisdom,*  then  wherever 
these  symbols  occur  throughout  the 
Bible  this,  their  spiritual  meaning,  will 
give  a  true  and  sufficient  clue  to  the 
interpretation  of  the  passage.  And 
the  same  thing  must  be  true  of  every 
other  symbol;  and,  further,  every- 
thing spoken  of  throughout  Scripture 


*When  used  in  a  good  sense,  but  having 
the  opposite  meaning  when  used  in  a  bad 
sense. 
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must  be  symbolic;  and  the  existence 
of  this  consistent  symboHsm*  must  be 
a  convincing  proof  that  the  book  or 
passage  containing  it  is  a  part  of  the 
Word  of  God.  This  proof  has  all  the 
more  weight  because  the  different 
books  were  written  by  so  many  differ- 
ent authors  at  such  long  intervals  of 
time  and  in  such  different  styles. 

The  early  fathers  recognized  the 
spiritual  meaning  of  Scripture,  and 
devoted  much  time  and  pains  to  find- 
ing it  out.  The  works  of  such  writers 
as  Origen  are  full  of  these  meanings. 
But  they  had  not  discovered  the  fixed 
and  essential  meaning  of  the  symbols, 
and  so  they  attributed  a  different  sense 
to  the  same  symbol  in  different  pass- 
ages, and  thus  arrived  at  fanciful  and 


*  Or,  more  correctly  speaking,  this  con- 
sistent system  of  correspondence. 
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conflicting  interpretations,  until  the 
whole  system  of  seeking  a  spiritual 
meaning  became  discredited,  and 
critics  now  often  insist  that  wc 
must  only  recognize  the  plain,  literal 
sense. 

Although  so  many  theologians  ap- 
pear to  hold  this  principle,  how  differ- 
ently they  treat  similar  passages !  For 
instance,  in  the  account  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  given  by  the  three  earlier 
Evangelists  and  by  St.  Paul,  they  take 
the  words  of  our  Lord  in  its  institution 
as  literally  as  possible,  as  is  evident 
in  those  who  believe  in  transubstan- 
tiation  or  consubstantiation,  and  those 
who  hold  some  common  opinions  of 
the  real  subjective  presence  of  Christ 
in  the  Holy  Eucharist. 

St.  John,  however,  in  his  account 
of  the  same  Paschal  Supper,  while 
omitting  all  mention  of  the  institution 
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of  the  Lord's  Supper,  gives  the  ac- 
count of  Jesus  washing  His  disciples' 
feet,  and  saying  that  as  He  had  done, 
so  they  too  should  wash  one  another's 
feet.  But  this  charge  is  never,  except 
in  some  rare  ceremonial  observances, 
taken  literally;  certainly  not  as  of 
universal  obligation.  In  the  same 
way  I  suppose  that  none  of  those  who 
insist  on  the  plain,  literal  meaning  of 
Scripture  believe  that  Jesus  is  an 
actual  door — an  actual  vine. 

Even  to  those  who  take  the  Bible 
in  the  most  literal  sense  which  is  pos- 
sible, it  is,  if  they  read  it  for  instruc- 
tion, in  a  meek  and  teachable  spirit, 
of  extreme  value.  Grace  flows  from 
it,  as  it  did  from  the  hem  of  Christ's 
garment  to  the  woman  who  touched  it 
in  faith.  But  to  those  who  can  look 
beneath  the  surface,  who  are  able  to 
perceive  the  spiritual  sense,  its  value 
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is  infinitely  greater.  Light  and  glory 
stream  for  them  from  the  darkest 
clouds  of  the  letter,  and  passages 
which  seemed  unmeaning  commands, 
which  even  appeared  impracticable, — 
as  are  some  of  those  given  by  Christ 
in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, — be- 
come full  of  instruction,  and  make 
the  student  wise  unto  salvation. 

To  help  those  who  would  test  this 
system  of  interpretation  I  will  give  a 
very  few  of  the  spiritual  equivalents 
of  the  symbols  used,  drawn,*  as  far  as 
I  understand  him,  from  the  writings 
of  Emmanuel  Swedenborg,  who  in- 
sists very  strongly  upon  the  spiritual 
sense  of  the  Word,  and  who  was,  I 
believe,  the  first  to  maintain  the 
essential  correspondence  of  the  sym- 


*  According  to  the  science  of  correspond- 
ences. 
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bols  with  their  spiritual  equivalents. 
Thus: 


A  man  signifies 

the  rational  faculty  of 

man. 

A  woman 

the   affectionate  qual- 

ity, or  the  will. 

A  serpent 

the    sensuous  quality, 

or  the  flesh. 

A  horse 

intelligence. 

An  ox 

plodding  industry. 

A  lamb  or  sheep 

innocence. 

A  lion 

might. 

A  bear 

stubborn  power. 

A  fox 

cunning. 

A  pig 

gluttony. 

Gold 

love. 

Silver 

wisdom. 

Brass 

natural  goodness  or  af- 

fection. 

Iron 

natural  knowledge. 

Clothes 

habits. 

A  city  or  a  house 

doctrine. 

Earth,  bread,  flesh 

different      degrees      of 

goodness. 
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Water,  wine,  blood 

different      degrees     of 

truth. 

Abraham 

faith  or  fidelity. 

The    children    of 

Abraham 

Those  who  are  faithful. 

Israel 

The  Church. 

Egypt 

Material  knowledge. 

The  Canaanites 

Fleshly  lusts. 

Assyria 

Rational  knowledge. 

Babylon 

Spiritual  knowledge. 

Red 

Love. 

Blue 

Wisdom. 

Purple 

Love       and      wisdom 

united. 

In  the  history  of  the  fall  of  man  the 
serpent,  or  the  sensuous  part  of  man, 
craves  for  some  indulgence  which  the 
reason  or  conscience  declares  to  be 
against  the  law  of  God.  This  affec- 
tion or  will  sides  with  the  serpent. 
But  in  the  temptation  of  Christ  in 
the  wilderness  the  will  is  so  entirely 
one  with  the  conscience  that  as  soon 
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as  the  latter  declares  ''It  is  written" 
the  temptation  is  resisted  and  over- 
come. 

Again,  the  infant  Church  must  first 
of  all  gain  knowledge  of  material 
things.  Israel  must  go  down  into 
Egypt.  Christ  too  had  to  go  down 
into  Egypt,  but  He  only  tarried  there 
a  very  short  time.  Israel,  however, 
remained  so  long  that  he  fell  into 
bondage  to  a  gross  materialism,  and 
had  to  be  delivered  by  great  trials 
and  grievous  suffering.  Every  part 
of  the  story  has  its  meaning.  The 
task  of  making  bricks,  the  withhold- 
ing of  straw,  the  different  plagues 
brought  upon  the  Egyptians,  all  rep- 
resent the  different  stages  by  which 
men  who  become  too  much  enthralled 
by  love  of  the  world  must  be  delivered. 
The  trials  in  the  wilderness,  as  St. 
Paul  himself  teaches  us,  and  the  grad- 
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ual  subjugation  of  the  nations  of 
Canaan  show  how  the  lusts  of  the  flesh 
assail  the  Church  and  how  they  have 
to  be  utterly  subdued.  Israel  in  its 
divided  state  is  brought  into  contact 
with  Assyria,  which  is  rational  knowl- 
edge or  intellectual  power,  which  at 
first  is  a  valuable  assistance,  but  when 
leaned  upon  too  much  brings  the 
Church  of  the  head,  or  that  which 
trusts  chiefly  to  reason,  into  terrible 
bondage,  but  which  is  unable  to  sub- 
due the  Church  of  the  heart,  or  those 
who  love  what  is  good.  But  when 
these  in  turn  fall  from  their  simple 
love  of  good  they  come  under  the 
dominion  of  Babylon,  which  as  a 
friend  is  spiritual  knowledge,  as  a 
master  becomes  superstition  and  cor- 
rupt worship. 

Another  illustration  of  this  method 
of  interpretation  is  the  frequent  refer- 
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ence  to  clothing  in  Scripture.  Before 
the  fall  Adam  and  Eve  were  naked, 
but  free  from  shame;  that  is,  they 
were  perfectly  innocent  and  free  from 
evil.  When  fallen,  they  had  to  culti- 
vate good  habits,  to  protect  themselves 
from  sudden  temptations,  as  clothes 
protect  us  from  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
weather.  The  Israelites  were  ordered 
to  bind  their  garments  with  a  riband 
of  blue  (Num.,  xv  :  38),  that  is,  that 
all  their  habits  should  be  ruled  by 
wisdom. 

In  the  vision  of  St.  John  the  great 
multitude  in  white  robes  had  washed 
their  robes  and  made  them  white  in 
the  Blood  of  the  Lamb  (Rev.,  vii  :  14) ; 
that  is,  they  were  those  who  had 
cleansed  their  habits  of  life  by  the  life- 
giving  truth  which  comes  from  Christ. 

If  this  system  is  true,  it  is  not  of 
man's  devising,  but  the  inspiration  of 
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God  is  inherent  in  Holy  Scripture. 
The  symbols  are  not  arbitrary,  but 
actually  correspond,  on  their  lower 
plane,  with  the  spiritual  qualities 
which  they  represent,  and  may  be 
discovered  by  considering  their  true 
uses  or  qualities,  and  by  it  we  find  the 
Gospel  of  Love  underlying  the  whole 
of  the  written  Word,  and  becoming 
clearer  and  more  consistent  the  more 
deeply  we  are  able  to  investigate  it, 
not  only  by  study  of  its  letter,  but  by 
bringing  our  lives  into  harmony  with 
its  precepts. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

A  SUMMARY. 

By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them. — St.  Matt., 
vii  :  20. 

I  AM  convinced  that  by  the  test  of 
its  effects  upon  those  who  receive 
it  sincerely  and  faithfully  the  aspect  of 
the  Gospel  of  Love  which  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  set  forth  in  these  pages 
will  approve  itself  as  most  salutary 
and  satisfactory. 

It  will  dispel  those  false  ideas  of  the 
nature  of  God  which  have  been  the 
most  fruitful  source  of  unbelief  and 
atheism.  Men  who  have  been 
brought  up  with  the  idea  that  God 
was  watching  them  constantly  in 
order  to  punish  them  if  they  did  any- 
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thing  in  contradiction  to  His  laws, 
which  laws  themselves  were  often 
represented  as  arbitrary  and  un- 
reasonable, as  trivial  and  not  appeal- 
ing to  the  conscience,  and  especially 
when  His  punishments  were  supposed 
to  be  vindictive  and  excessive,  were 
naturally  glad  to  be  able  to  believe 
that  there  was  no  God. 

But  when  we  know,  even  imperfect- 
ly, as  we  necessarily  m.ust,  what  is 
implied  by  the  words  ^'God  is  Love," 
all  this  is  changed!  Who  could  wish 
that  there  were  no  such  God  as  this! 
Who  must  not  feel  that  the  belief 
that  we  have  such  a  Father  is  the  great 
joy  of  life ! 

God  is  Love !  He  is  unchangeable. 
In  Him  is  all  the  unwearied  watch- 
fulness of  the  best  conceivable  father 
for  the  good  of  all  his  children.  In 
Him  dwell  more  tenderness  and  com- 
185 


THE  GOSPEL  OF  LOVE 

passion  than  her  devotees  beheve  to 
belong  to  the  Virgin  Mother,  for  she, 
as  herself  created,  can  but  reflect  a 
small  part  of  His  ocean  of  love. 

The  patient,  unselfish  goodness  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  His  life  upon 
earth  reveals  the  aspect  of  the  Father 
to  us.  His  agony  on  the  cross  was  not 
an  offering  to  propitiate  an  offended 
God,  a  belief  which  must  tend  to 
detract  from  the  idea  of  the  perfect 
love  of  God,  but  was  the  most  effectual 
manifestation,  in  a  form  which  we 
should  be  able  to  understand,  of  His 
marvellous  love  for  us,  His  children. 
^^He  who  hath  seen  Me,  hath  seen  the 
Father.'^ 

This  God  is  our  God — our  Father! 
He  loves  us  all ;  we  are  the  objects  of 
this  wonderful  love.  Not  because 
we  seek  Him;  not  because  we  love 
Him;  not  because  we  are  good  and 
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obedient,  but  because  He  is  good, 
because  He  has  made  us  in  order  that 
He  may  bless  us,  are  we  His  children, 
the  objects  of  His  care.  He  under- 
stands what  is  in  man.  He  knows  our 
weakness,  our  blindness,  our  ignor- 
ance.    David  knew  that: 

"  Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  children, 
So  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  Him. 
For  He  knoweth  our  frame 
He  remembereth  that  we  are  dust"  (Psalm 
ciii  :  13,  14). 

But  he  did  not  understand  the  un- 
bounded, the  unsearchable,  Love  of 
God.  He  did  not  know  that  He 
pitieth  them  that  fear  Him  not,  even 
more  than  those  who  fear  Him.  For 
in  Christ  He  came,  not  to  call  the 
righteous  but  sinners!  (St.  Matt., 
ix  :  13).  And  when  we  do,  in  our 
feeble  way,  feel  some  small  love  for 
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Him,  ^'Herein  is  love,  not  that  we 
loved  God,  but  that  He  loved  us,  and 
sent  His  Son,  to  be  the  propitiation 
for  our  sins"  (St.  John,  iv  :  lo). 

As  a  loving  earthly  father  feels 
towards  the  petulance,  the  foolish  re- 
bellion, of  his  little  children,  when  in 
some  evil  temper,  some  mistaken 
irritation,  they  refuse  to  obey  his 
wishes,  which  are  all  for  their  good, 
so  God  feels  towards  us.  He  knows 
how  we  are  striving  against  and  resist- 
ing the  very  things  which  make  for 
our  happiness,  how  we  are  injuring 
our  health,  heaping  up  for  ourselves 
trouble,  kicking  against  the  pricks. 
And  He  desires  to  win  us  over  to  a 
better  mind,  to  bring  us  back  to  the 
ways  of  pleasantness  and  peace ! 

How  this  thought  transforms  the 
whole  of  life !  Have  we  joys  and  pleas- 
ures?   The  knowledge  that  they  are 
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tokens  of  His  love  adds  wonderful 
value  to  them.  Have  we  suffering 
and  pain?  We  know  that  they  are 
the  means  which  He  is  employing  to 
heal  our  sin. 

Death  has  lost  its  terrors  for  us,  for 
we  know  that  it  is  a  step  nearer  to  our 
Father's  home.  Our  grief  for  those 
whom  we  love,  if  they  die,  is  wonder- 
fully assuaged  by  the  knowledge  that 
they  too  are  brought  into  a  higher  stage 
of  existence,  and  that  we  shall  undoubt- 
edly meet  again,  and  know  them  better 
than  ever.  Anxiety  for  children  and 
helpless  ones  whom  we,  when  dying, 
may  leave  behind,  or  whom,  through 
sickness  or  other  infirmity  while  still 
living,  we  may  become  unable  to  pro- 
tect, is  one  of  the  most  bitter  troubles 
of  life.  But  when  we  remember  that 
the  Father  loves  them  better  than  we 
possibly  can,  and  that  His  perfect 
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wisdom,  His  almighty  power,  con- 
tinually overshadows  them,  then  anx- 
iety ceases.  He  will  do  what  is  best 
for  them.  Are  not  these  blessed 
fruits  ? 

And  again :  men  always  endeavour 
to  be  like  the  God  in  whom  they  be- 
lieve. The  cruel  persecutions  which 
beset  the  early  Christians  reflected 
the  idea  of  the  jealousy  and  cruelty 
attributed  to  the  heathen  gods.  The 
religious  wars  and  bitter  strife  of  the 
Middle  Ages  arose  from  the  opinion 
that  a  strict  orthodox  belief  was  what 
God  chiefly  required,  and  that  He 
would  punish  inexorably  those  who 
believed  wrongly.  The  cruelties  of 
the  Inquisition  and  the  severity  of 
the  Puritans  sprang  from  the  same 
opinion.  All  sectarian  bitterness  of 
our  own  day  arises  from  a  similar 
false  definition  of  faith. 
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When  men  begin  to  know  God 
more,  as  He  is;  when  they  get  some 
truer  idea  of  His  unchanging,  His 
unfaihng  love,  they  too  will  try  to  be 
more  loving  to  one  another;  more 
patient,  more  considerate,  more  anx- 
ious to  set  right  the  evils  which  afflict 
mankind. 

The  petition  in  the  Lord's  prayer, 
^^ forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we  for- 
give them  that  trespass  against  us," 
will  assume  the  new  meaning,  ''heal 
our  infirmities  as  we  strive  to  heal  the 
infirmities  of  our  brethren";  and 
men  will  make  an  earnest  effort  to  put 
away  all  the  injustice,  all  the  self- 
seeking,  which  are  at  the  root  of  the 
sufferings  of  mankind — they  will  prac- 
tise what  our  Saviour  required  of  us, 
when  He  bid  us  "wash  one  another's 
feet."  And  so  reforms  will  no  longer 
be  hindered  by  the  self-seeking  of 
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mankind.  The  true  socialism  of  each 
for  all  and  all  for  each  will  become 
the  principle  of  our  mutual  relations; 
not  any  longer  that  false  travesty  of 
socialism  which  tries  to  pull  all  down 
to  its  own  level,  and  is  jealous  of  any 
superior  endowments,  any  superior 
positions,  but  the  socialism  of  Christ, 
who  being  our  Lord  and  Master  used — 
and  uses  still — His  power  and  majesty 
for  the  good  of  mankind,  and  bids  us 
in  turn  to  use  any  advantage  we  may 
possess  in  the  service  of  others. 

This  loving  service,  this  ungrudging 
ministry,  this  thankful  acceptance 
of  benefits,  and  not  literal  streets  of 
gold  and  gates  of  pearl,  are  the  true 
characteristics  of  Heaven,  and  they 
will  obtain  also  on  earth,  when  the 
Gospel  of  Love  has  subdued  the  evil 
principles  of  mankind,  and  when  the 
true  brotherhood  of  man,  as  the  out- 
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come  of  the  loving  Fatherhood  of  God, 
is  freely  recognized. 

Other  religions  have  been  bright 
foregleams  of  this  glorious  condition, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  true  Chris- 
tianity alone,  the  full  Gospel  of  Love, 
is  the  fulfilment  and  crown  of  all,  in 
that  it  supplies  the  efficient  motive 
power — the  real  Life,  in  which  they 
all  fell  short — the  clear  knowledge  of 
the  Love  of  God,  not  a  shadowy  and 
distant  first  cause  but  a  loving  person, 
revealed  and  brought  near  to  us  in 
the  Divine  Humanity,  the  Incarnate 
Word,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
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LOVE. 
A  Dialogue. 

"O  weary  soul,  and  sorely  vexed, 
Burdened  with  care,  with  doubts  per- 
plexed, 
Raise  patiently  the  trustful  cry 
To  Him,  whose  help  is  always  nigh, 
For  God  is  Love.^^ 

''But  Heaven  seems  void,  no  voice  re- 
plies, 
No  arm  brings  help  from  opening 

skies; 
How  may  I  in  my  heart  maintain 
The  trust,  when  prayer  seems  all  in 
vain, 

That  God  is  Love  V* 

^'Goy  strive  with  loving  tenderness 
Some  fellow-mortaP s  soul  to  bless; 
Within   thy   soul    the    Truth    shall 

spring, 
And  there  the  sweet  assurance  bring 
That  Love  is  God! 
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